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BIRTHDAYS

. Tami Lange
.2 Bill Hiller

Amanda Cone

.3 Larry Sorge

Mary Kellogg
Ben Elliott
Paul Hayes
Kou Seying
Josiah Lange
Bob Beltz
0 Kaylene Mortensen
Nicole Harstad
Il Les Riemer
13 Vicki Prothro
14 Elizabeth Davidenas
15 Kameron Harstad
16 Doris Alexander
18 John Wallace
24 Josh Phillips
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Julie Phillips
25 Darienne George
26 Carrie Boyer
27 Kevin Peters
Max Ceska

.29 John Sundgren

ANNIVERSARIES

13 Les & Kathy Riemer
29 Zach & Sarah Ford

GREETERS
9:30 a.m. Gz@ete{s\
September 4 Jan & Larry Sorge Vs
September 11  Dave Bultena
8:00 a.m.

Dave & Teresa Lundin

September 25  Charlie & Betty Jo Rodgers
10:15 am.
September 18  Bea Dart
h"\‘;\ September 25  Kathy George
<
e
COMMUNION SET UP N

8:00 A.M. Ralph & Rose Martin o
10:15 A.M. Jan Seilnacht & Marion West

COMMUNION SERVERS
8:00 A.M.
Dave Lundin & Lorry Hutton
10:15 A.M.
Gary Hogston & Larry Sorge

READERS é%
September 4 Marj Hoffmann =
September 11 Sandy Bishop
8:00 a.m.
September 18 Melinda Price
September 25 Mary Rahn
10:15 a.m.
September 18 Karen Chastain
September 25 Kathy Hogston
ACOLYTE
Sept. 4 Riley Hayes
Sept. 11 Brady Mello
Sept. 18 Rebecca Lange
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Merced County Young Life MercedCounty.younglife.org

younglife.

“l don’t know what that is ...”

These were the words of a young man walking out of his first “Club” at Woodleaf. Woodleaf is our Young
Life summer camp (located in the mountains above Chico), and my family and | recently returned from hav-
ing spent 4 weeks there serving campers and leaders. “Club” is what we call our nightly gathering at
Woodleaf. It’s a cross between a chapel service (the Word is proclaimed), a youth group (we sing and play
crazy games), and a rave dance party (yep, we dance). For those who, like me, have gone to church for
many years, it’s not that unusual (except for the dancing part). For those who have never been to church ...
it’s something totally unexpected.

Hence his words, “l don’t know what that is ...”

Young Life introduces the outsider, the wanderer, the disconnected and the disinterested to life as a fol-
lower of Jesus. We proclaim the gospel, but we do it in unexpected ways. Those with religious expectations
are surprised to discover Jesus without religion, and often Young Life leaders find themselves making the
introduction. Such was the case with this young man. What at first he didn’t know became the path to
knowing his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. While at Woodleaf, | saw literally hundreds like him make similar
discoveries. One friend of mine, a recent graduate from Merced High School, took significant steps towards
Christ at Woodleaf, came home, reconnected with a church, and was baptized in his new faith. Another, a
senior at Golden Valley, after deciding to follow Jesus at Woodleaf, got involved in a ‘new believer’ type Bi-
ble study with her friends and started attending church. What they didn’t know is now a part of their lives.
The One who called them is now the One they follow. The population of eternity is on the rise.

Thank you for your prayers and support of my family and | as we served at Woodleaf. | ask that you con-
tinue as we dive back into ministry this fall. Our Delhi ministry is in full swing, Young Lives starts back up in
a few weeks, and we are launching our Young Life Club at Golden Valley High School in September! New
leaders, new ministries, and new friends to help discover new life in Christ. Your prayers and support are
greatly appreciated!

SAVE THESE DATES:

Friday, September 23rd - 1st Young Life Golf Tournament at Stevinson Ranch (1:30pm)
Saturday, September 24th - Young Life Luncheon at 1st Baptist Church (12:00-2:00pm)

Following Christ and loving kids,

Spence Boelter
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Mission Statement: Habitat for Humanity works in partnership with God and people everywhere,
ﬁ from all walks of life, to develop communities with people in need by building and renovating houses,so = ﬁ
that there are decent houses in decent communities in which every person can experience God'slove and

ﬁ can life and grow into all that God intended. ﬁ

This local organization needs volunteers who are committed to this Mission Statement and willing to
ﬁ serve especially in the area of construction for our new Habitat home to start in late September. = ﬁ

~If you are or know a recently retired contractor or someone with significant experience in home

= ﬁ construction, who could share or take over the actual construction supervision, you need to call Lyle = ﬁ

Allen to arrange a meeting to discuss our needs in detail. Ly le’s phone number is 723-2671 or email

- ﬁ lallen3903@aol.com - ﬁ

~If you are skilled in a speci{ic area (carpentn], painting, electrical, plum]oing, etc, call LLJ leso you can be

(] (]
=ﬁ notified when we are at that part of the build. =ﬁ

1 ~Others willing to help wherever needed can join the regulars who work on Tuesdag s, Thursclags and 1
ﬁﬁ Saturdays from 8 a.m. to noon. (will start in late September ﬁﬁ

_' ﬁ If you are willing to be one of these volunteers, please contact Lyle or Jan Sorge, 200-769-1884 or email ﬁ

merced-hostel @juno.com.

O OO OO O OO )

THRIVENT CHOICE DEPOSIT

$711.00 was directed to St. Paul on August 5, 201 1. Thank you to the
following members who directed Thrivent Choice Dollars to be
deposited to St. Paul:

Doris Alexander, Evelyn Dean, Ethleen & Bob George, William Hiller,
Mar] Hoffmann, Lorry Hutton Wlllard McCabe, Gary Mortensen,
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LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY
LEAGUE
also called Lutheran Women in Mission. . ..

L

Lutheran Women work together to accomplish many
things for our church, our community and our world!

The next mission mite project is for Mt. Cross
Lutheran Camp Ministries for $25,000 to complete the
funding of bathroom/septic improvements for this
primary retreat facility and adult level team building
equipment. Our Zone 3 has adopted 7 rooms to
furnish them with complete matching bedding for each
room. Four volunteers went over to sew valances for
the windows from the bed skirts and pillow shams to
match all the rooms. Extra donations are welcomed to
provide pictures and mirrors in each room to make
them welcoming and provide a pleasant overnight
stay for retreats.

Donations can be given to our treasurer Irene Barbour
Pearson or give to Jan Sorge, Zone 3 LWML
President.

KEEP FILLING UP THOSE MITE BOXES - =&
BRING AND TRANSFER or SIMPLY DROP l"imﬁz = |
A DONATION TO THE LARGE MITE BOX %=
IN THE NARTHEX.. . EVERY PENNY :
COUNTS!

Lutheran Women in Mission will
meet on Monday, Sept. 19" at
12 noon until 1 p.m. Devotions

“Growing in Kno

IN MISSION According to Go
Bible Study from the Women
Quarterly titled , Taki

Bring a friend — special surprise for those who
do!

Freewill donation and mite box offering PLUS
celebrate birthdays.

Calendar for providing dinner for the

Merced Rescue Mission will be discussed and
determined.

NIFalls f
or the
Homeless

)

Women'’s Bible Study to begin
Monday, Sept. 121 - 3 p.m.

The Bible study will be held in

the church library. It is based

on the hymn, Take My Life and

Let It Be”, books are $5.00 each

and the name of the study is “Ever
Only, All for Thee” and is six sessions. It will be completed
on Oct. 17". A break will be taken until January when a new
Bible Study will begin.
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Church Women
United Luncheon

Friday, September 9" from 11:30 — 1:30 p .m.
Merced United Methodist Church, 899 Yosemite
Parkway. Salad buffet luncheon provided —
freewil |l donation. Pr
~Di abetes: Knowl edge i s
g Speaker: Lillian Sanchez, Community Educator,
& Mercy Medical Center

g This is open to the community! Bring a friend!

& Join your Christian sisters in our community!

g For further information, call Jan Sorge, 769-1884.
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a Cddkbaok id avdilable.For gi v e
Cost is $10 each, make checks
payable to LWML. Proceeds will
be used to purchase round light-
weight tables for the church parish
hall and the school will use their
funds for technology equipment.
Available after every worship
service or in the church or school
office Monday e
through Friday.
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| Church
Archives 1966

By Theresa Lund

Council Members were: President; Joe Bown; Vice President: Don Klickna;
Secretary: Florence Folkman; Treasurer: Clark Kellogg; Education: Patty
Yelton; Evangelism: Keith Watters; Stewardship: Lorene Jueneman;
Property: Bill Hiller; Youth: Nancy Larson; Spiritual Life: Bert Berthelsen.
Elders: Paul Jueneman, Dwane Mills and Dave Bultena.

Buildings and the history behind them are always interesting. Although buildings are very helpful in
carrying out ministry to people, the major purpose of a “church” is to help the members grow spiritually in
their personal pilgrimage with Jesus Christ. During 1988, the St. Paul facility on McKee began to take shape.

Morning services were held outdoors at the McKee site in February, celebrating the roofing of the
building.

On April 24, final services were held at 23rd and P Streets. Praise and Thanksgiving at 10 a.m. and
Vespers were held at 7:30 p.m. A time for remembering.

Between April 25 and May |5, the St. Paul congregation held Sunday Services in the Seventh Day
Adventist Church on McKee.




After a restful summer, we are off and running. We started the school year off with the Ice Cream

Social which gave us an opportunity to meet new families and catch up with our friends from last year.

With 44 students in Preschool and 96 students in elementary we have had a great start to the year.

Our school theme this year i s, OWi th Al Your He dr t 6
how we can do everything to Gododés glory with all Jlour
3rd Annual Mog -Jog and Ride. We had a great turn out of runners and riders. Thank you to all who

helped make this event a success and helped raise money for the Mognis Scholarship Fund. We have

many fun and exciting activities planned for the students and families this year. Please keep all of our

students, families, teachers, and staff in your prayers. | would like to invite you to join us for worship

on Wednesday mornings; we have weekly chapel service at 8:45am.
B .
2011 - 2012 School Staff Y L
Preschool d Bea Dart Kindergarten - Tammy Van Zalen ﬁé&é
Pre-K o Kathy George First Grade - Wendy Baumann
Pre-K & Monica Alvarado Second Grade - Aidan Cohen
Preschool 8 Shelly Mahy Third Grade - Allyson Hall
Preschool d Carol Bradley Fourth Grade - Kacy Rosson
Preschool Aide 0 Elizabeth Frago Fifth Grade - Kaaren Morgner

Preschool Director & Angelique Faulkner Lunch and Afterschool Care o Teresa Salters
Bookkeeper - Jennifer Isakow
Admissions Director - Marianne Daughdrill
Principal - Ben Elliott

Ais for A is for

Apple Apple

It has been an exciting time at the preschool. All of our new friends are here and we are hav-
ing so much fun | earning and playing together. IJit 6 s
use their gifts and talents in the classroom. We have been blessed to welcome Miss Elizabeth Frago
as our morning teacherds aid this year. She h{ds be

Mi ss Kathyds Busy Bears have been busy Il earnijphg wi
|l etter O0A6 and the Busy Bears have been using apdll es

math skills to make the most delicious tasting apple pie. They are terrific cooks.
During the month of September we will be busy with Picture Day, Grandparents Day (Sept. 23),
The Book Fair (Sept. 23 -30) and our Preschool Open House Proglam
month.
Blessings,

- ) .
- ) - - - )
:A—n Miss Angelique :A—“



YOUTH NEWS
Sunday School will begin again on Sunday, September 18
5th grade through High School Youth
9:15 a.m. in the OMC BT L
Confirmation begins Sept. 18 Youth Happening
6:30 p.m. in the OMC

Events are being scheduled and a calendar of events will be sent out soon!

Chil drends Sunday School
9:15 a.m. in Room 3

CHILDREN’S OUTREACH MINISTRIES

Children’s Volunteers needed
Outreach
Mmlms Listen to hear if God is calling you to volunteer an hour a week in a public

Be" school to share Jesus! A team of four people is ideal — music, games, crafts,
Bible Storyteller, attendance clerk - all are needed — share your talents!
Materials are provided for lessons and Bibles for each student. Discovery
Clubs in elementary schools are after school for an hour; Exploration Clubs
in middle schools meet during lunch hour.

Reaching children 2z their
nelgborfoods with the

F e Training available — teams of four are ideal-f ol | ow Go d “—sandc a
volunteer today!

N
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Remember...

9:30 A.M.

In Memory S
of those who
lost their ==
Lives. 'y ~.°*

X X 3 X 50 X0 50 X 50 2 X

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

Commemorative Service
REMEMBERING 9/11

X 3 X 3 X 50 X X0 X X
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BIBLE CLASSES AND SUNDAY

SCHOOL
Sunday School
Adult Bible Class
Sunday Morning 9:15 am Children’s Sunday School
“Revelation” 9:15 am

Child care available in room 2

Jr. & Sr. High Sunday School

%}E Meet in the OMC at 9:15 am

/B,

Wednesday 10:30 A.M.
Law & Gospel Lifelight Study
Pastor Lange

Thursday 7 to 8 P.M.
Old Testament Study
Cone’s Home



http://churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93007597

M & M news for August 201 |

Principal Ben Elliott took the M & M Board on a tour of all of the Preschool and K-5 classrooms. As it was
the very first day of school we were able to see them all set up ready to go. What a wonderful place to
learn and grow in God’s love. Ben then asked us for approval to update the budget for the preschool and
school that we had approved in May: the preschool was budgeted for 33 students and now has 44 students
and are in need of an Aid to assist the teachers — Joy! The K-5 budget needed to be updated due to health
insurance offered to teachers. Two of our former teachers did not utilize this insurance while all of the
teachers are using the offered insurance now. The board voted to approve both changes.

Minutes of the last meeting were approved and the financial reports were approved as read.

Paul Smith took the lead with the help of George Morton and Pastor Lange to develop a Sabbatical policy.
This policy is done and ready to submit for a grant to assist Pastor with his expenses. Board approved the
Policy as the committee presented it. This is also an advance for any other called staff of St. Paul Ministries
who may consider a sabbatical; we now have an established policy.

Deacon Matt Cone has completed all but one of the tests and has been accepted with the approval of the
District President into the Specific Ministry Program. He will now begin his studies in the spring. He
continues to minister to the congregation of St. James in Newman.

The date has been set for the Harvest Dinner on Saturday November 12, 201 1.

Overholtzer will handle the removal of the pews prior to the new carpet being installed by Olin Floors of
Atwater and will also handle the reinstallation of the pews upon completion of the carpeting install. We
anxiously await the renewal of our sanctuary.

Revitalization: We look forward to the ‘rebirth’ of our congregations and a rededication for all of us to
“Connect People to Jesus”. It will be such a help to have the district personnel take a look at us and our
ministries and make suggestions to help us in reaching out to the entire Merced area. This is in the planning
stages at present.

May we all become and remain dedicated to our goal of “Connecting People to Jesus”.
In His service,

Mary Rahn

P.S. Just a reminder of the continued need for support to the Joy of Harvest Ministry. If you have been
blessed and wish to share your bounty or even better, if you wish to give out of your heart please do so.
We are all “blessed to be a blessing”.
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St. Paul Lutheran Church
Joy of Harvest

HMong Outreach
Ministries

>

2916 N. McKee Rd.
Merced CA 95340

much appreciated. We would like to especially invite you
to attend worship at 9:30 a.m.,  Pastor Kou will be
preaching followed by a luncheon in the Parish Hall and

a special presentation of our 10,000 miles Mission Safari
across the US this summer.

RSVP to Jan Sorge 209-722-6101
(leave a message) or email
merced-hostel@juno.com by Sept. 1.

|
i
"
EYour faithful support of our Outreach Ministries is very
i
i
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RESCUE MISSION MEAL
Meal Thank you to all who helped prepare and serve the
W‘%mlif dinner on Sunday, August 28:
Homeless Ralph and Rose Martin, Lorry & Dolores Hutton,
g’ Don Frago, Deanna Morgan, Elaine Kock,
Larry & Jan Sorge.

Sixty-one people enjoyed barbequed ribs, potato salad,
baked beans, salad, sour dough bread and cake.

feed their bodies, but they also fed their souls.

One gentleman after the meal told one of the servers that not only did they

Worship 9:30 a.m.

Luncheon 11:30
Mission Safari

Presentation 12:30

I:-:-I:II:-:-:-I:-I:-:II:-:-:-:-I:-I:II:ﬁ
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Expect the Unexpected

At the time of planning and executing the plan
for the wonderful summer ministry journey, | did not
realize that it was a wonderful way to celebrate 20
years of ministry as an ordained pastor in The
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). As |
reflect upon these 20 years, they have been nothing
but an adventure filled with God’s grace and power.

St. Paul Lutheran Church in Merced holds a
special place in my heart because it served as a part
of my formal training for the pastoral ministry by way
of my vicarage. A year later after my vicarage, July 7,
1991, | had the privilege and honor to be the first
HMong ordained pastor in the Lutheran church. |
recall my ordination was filled with excitements and
trepidations all at the same time.

It is truly an honor and a privilege to serve the
Lord as a called and ordained servant of the Word.
| realized very quickly early on that in the ministry
one cannot do it alone. The Lord has blessed me
with numerous people over the years to serve along
with me in serving many people in many languages.
Many thanks to the Lord for providing many
individuals to be in the right place and at the right
time for my ministry. The most precious one of all
is my wife, Maykou. She has sacrificed her career to
serve our young family and be my partner in the
ministry. Without her, these 20 years would not
have been as rich and blessed.

As we have learned in this summer’s ministry
journey, expect the unexpected blessings has
been the theme in these 20 years. Together,

Maykou and | look forward to the next 20 years to
be filled with God’s grace and power all over the
world as His will be done.

Vicarage
It is amazing how time moves very quickly. It
does not seem possible but nearly a year of vicarage
for Vicar Cheng has passed. A word of thanks to

IVicar Chens he Aid an aveantianal inh Aiirins Alir civ

All the vicars are progressing very well in their
studies. Vicar Khai has already begun his 13" course
and Vicar Cheng the 9™ course out of a 16 courses
total for the EIIT program. It will not be too long
before these men are ordained into the Holy
Ministry. We thank God for them and their
willingness to serve the Lord in proclaiming the
Gospel, the good news of Jesus, and administering
God'’s precious gifts of grace to His people.

A Special Invitation

Please join us for a special service and presenta-
tion of our ministry journey on September 4,
201 | at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Merced
(2916 N. McKee Rd). The joint service begins
at 9:30 am with lunch and presentation follow.
We'd love to share our ministry journey,
“Expect the Unexpected,” with you through
our:

10,467 miles of journey

24 states (traveling to and through)

5 congregations (conferences/worships)

Contact Information: Rev. Kou Seying
Joy of Harvest Ministries
2916 N. McKee Road
Merced, CA 95340
Telephone: 209-233-9443
Email: joyofharvest@comcast.net
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Time to Return to the Lord Look What's Inside
September is here and with it we look forward to some of the familiar rhythms of autumn.
Students have returned to their schools and are beginning their next stage of growth and
development. The almond harvest has begun, and other crops will follow. Soon we’'ll see Pastor’s Message |
birds flocking together for their annual migration. We anticipate cooler temperatures after Joy of Harvest >
the heat of summer. As we reflect on these things we realize God is good. This is what He '
said to Noah, many years ago: Special Invitation 3
. Mission Opportunities 3
OAs |l ong as the earth endures, M & M News 4
summer and winter, day and nigh
The Lord has shown kindness and goodness to the children of man, even as mankind has Opportunities >
proven itself undeserving. Although the people of this earth have been unfaithful to God, Youth & Children 6
still He has remained faithful to them. Children’s Outreach
Noabh lived during a time when people had turned against God and His righteous ways. St. Paul Schooland 7
Similarly, we live during a time when people are deliberately forgetting the God who made Preschool 7
them and are turning against His truth and purity. We see the consequences—broken St. Paul History 8
relationships, broken lives, broken hearts.
God desires to bring healing to the broken and restoration to the crushed. This is what He LWML 9
wants for you and for every human being that ever lived. Are you turning to Him? Do you Opportunities 9
accept His healing touch and power into your life? Will you, like Noah, seek God’s
righteousness and turn aside from the corrupting influences of the world around you? Habitat News 10
The young generation today needs us, as parents and grandparents and God-fearing adults, Young Life . E
to help guide them in the way of the Lord. There are so many other temptations that would September Birthdays
drag them away from the Lord. Jesus said, “Let the children come to me and do not hinder
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” (Mark 10:14) September Servants 12
| am asking you to commit to bring your child and/or another young person to church and September Calendar |3
to the classes and events offered here to help them discover God’s grace and grow as His

children.

At a Children and Youth ministry meeting on August 28, it was decided that we will begin
to offer Children’s Church (K.I.C.K.) for children in fifth grade and younger every Sunday,
starting Sep. |8. In addition, Pre-Confirmation class for grades 5"-6" and Confirmation
Class for grades 7*"-8" will begin on the same date (from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the Outreach
Ministry Center building). Youth Group for High School Students will also be held during
this time.

Due to low Sunday School attendance, these classes will replace the normal Sunday morning
instruction time. It is important for parents and grandparents to commit to bringing their
children and grandchildren to these classes. Don’t let the next generation “slip through the
cracks” spiritually. There is no greater legacy you can leave your children than their spiritual
growth and development. Don’t leave this most important work to someone else.

REMEMBER

Parents and grandparents, there will be no greater joy than seeing your descendants in
heaven and spending eternity with them. This will not happen if they are not brought up to
know love and follow lesus Christ as their | ord and Savior | .

Sunday, Sept. 18
Services return to

-

h a
ce.



