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BIRTHDAYS
April 2 Jenae Lujan
April 5 Lucille Hiller
Lori Harstad
April 6 Scott Chastain
Mikayla Good
April 7 Dottie Horrell
Katherine Lange
April 8 Grace Mello
April 9 Bob George
April 10 Marian Zimmerman
April 18 Galen Chastain
April 19 Gary Tessmer
Samantha Prothro
April 20 Cynthia Zarate
April 21 Jerry Parker
April 22 Taylor Vannest
April 25 Kera Good
Jon Mognis
April 26 Kent Harstad
Samantha Thompson
April 29 Mary Wallace
ANNIVERSARIES
April 3 David & Sally Smith
April 5 Bill & Lucille Hiller
April 9 Syl & Sandy Braa
April 22 Gary & Maryln Tessmer
April 27 Phil & Mary Rahn

Brighten someone’s day -
send a birthday or anniversary card
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GREETERS Greeters
8:00 A.M. s /\,\2\/\\/
April 3 Janice Seilnacht
April 10 Ron & Carole Legan
April 17 Marj Hoffmann
10:15 A.M.
April 3 Barbara & Kent Christensen
April 10 Elizabeth Lange & Nicole Harstad
April 17 Russ & Irene Pearson
April 24 Greg & Sandy Bishop
COMMUNION SET UP
8:00 A.M. C
Evelyn Williams & Carolyn Daberkow \B\/ o
10:15 A.M. .30
Paul & Anna Smith m@ﬁf‘oﬂ" -
COMMUNION SERVERS
8:00 A.M.
Dave Lundin & Lorry Hutton
10:15 A.M.

Paul Smith & Jack Van Loan

READERS
8:00 A.M.
April 3 Frances Williams
April 10 Betty Jo Rodgers
10:15 A.M.
April 3 Sandy Bishop
April 10 Kitty Lynn
April 17 Amy Mello
April 24 Marj Hoffmann
ACOLYTE
April 3 Grace Mello
April 10 Katherine Lange
April 17 Crucifer: Brady Mello

Acolyte: Juliana Slagter &
Courtney Mognis
Crucifer: Luke Lange




BIRTHDAYS
May | Evelyn Williams
May 3 Jerry Price

May 4
May 7
May 8
May 9
May 10
May 12

Deanna Morgan
Cole Chavez
Herschel Thompson
Caroline Grossman
Kent Christensen
Lona Sancibrian
Joanna Braa

Frances Rose

Kathy George

May 13

May 14 Stephanie Cone

May 16 Holly Parker

May 20 Elmo Baur

May 25 Clark Kellogg

Lori Reed

May 27 Sally Smith

May 29 Dave Lundin

May 31 Terese Touhy
ANNIVERSARIES

May 16
May 18
May 19
May 30
May 31

Steve & Joy Blaylock

Ron & Carole Legan

Kent & Barbara Christensen
Pete & Gretchen DelLaCruz
Paul & Heidi Hayes

Brighten someone’s day -
send a birthday or anniversary card
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GREETERS

8:00 A.M. Greeters
MaryLou Parker W\ {2/*\/
Evelyn Williams
John & Betty Hale
Lucille Hiller
Ed & Darlene Mentz

10:15 AM.
Bob & Ethlene George
Galen & Karen Chastain
Kent Harstad
Kathy George
Tina Orchard

May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29

May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29

COMMUNION SET UP
8:00 A.M.
Charlie & Betty Jo Rodgers
10:15 A.M. 5.2 S5
Galen & Karen Chastain o IS
COMMUNION SERVERS
8:00 A.M.
George Morton & Dave Bultena

10:15 A.M.
Jeff George & Gary Hogston

READERS
8:00 A.M.

Carole Legan
Gary Tessmer
Karan McKenzie
Combined 10:15 Service
Melinda Price
10:15 A.M.
Kathy Hogston
Karen Chastain
Paul Smith
Sonja Peters
Galen Chastain

May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29 ; éé\g
May 1 / =

May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29

ACOLYTE

Riley Hayes
Brady Mello
Naoel Rlavliacls

May 1
May 8
NMav 158




Howdy Partner!

In June, a hometown posse of 17 Young Life kids from Merced

County will set out on the adventure of a lifetime ... a week at
Young Lifebs Woodl eaf, ochanging,f
out-of-this world camps in the world. For an entire week, each

one of these young people wildl e
grow in ways theyOove never i ma o]
loves them in ways they had only dreamed. It could truly be the

best week of their lives , and they will never be the same. These

kids need our help to get them to there.

| am inviting you to prayerfully considerj oi ni ng wi th me i n our A Choaghg e
this unique opportunity, you can adopt a Young Life Camper and enable him or her to have the life
changing experience of life-time. This summer, it will cost each of our campers $500 to attend Woodleaf
(this includes everything). Given the state of the economy here in Merced County, where we lead the
nation in unemployment (over 20%) and home foreclosures, the young people who need to go to camp
cannot afford thisamount. That 6 s why | am asking you ¢ttaucgnoi n wj

Change a Life for eternity

Full Adoption = $500.00
Half Adoption = $250.00
Partial Adoption = Any Amount (no amount is too small!)

Joining the Campaign is easy. Simply click here and you will be redirected to the YL Giving Website.
Login (or create an account if you are new to online giving with YL) and make your donation to
ACamper shi ps o iYouwilthen aece®@erbtRe3nail, prior to camp, a picture, info, and
prayer needs of the young person you have adopted. After camp, you will hear directly from your
camper about how their life was changed. Can you think of a better investment? To show you how im-
portant | believe this is, my wife and | are joining in the Campaign with a half-adoption ourselves. We
believe camp at Woodleaf will change the population of eternity. Join us in the Change a Life Cam-
paign. Adopt a kid!

Changing Lives with You,
Spence Boelter
Area Director, Young Life Merced County

ps. | f you have any questions about camp, giving,

hesitate to call or e-mail me or our Committee Chairperson, Carrie Alexander .
PO Box 1176 | Atwater, CA 95301 | 209 628 4576
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http://e2ma.net/go/6340782835/207171902/217422871/41216/b64/aHR0cDovL2dpdmluZy55b3VuZ2xpZmUub3Jn

WHAT IS LWML??

KEEP FILLING UP THOSE MITE BOXES - Bring
and transfer or simply drop a

donation into the large Mite Box in the Narthex. . .
EVERY PENNY COUNTS!

i
A St. Paul Lutheran Ministries Cookbook HAS
ARRIVED!!! Cost is $10 each, make checks
payable to LWML . Proceeds will be used to
purchase round lightweight tables for the church
parish hall and the school will use their funds for
technology equipment. Available after every

worship service or in the church or school office
Monday through Friday.

Gookbooks

440444

Church

+4440

Our next meeting will be on Monday,

22 May 16, noon in the library. Bring a
Yy sack |lunch and we
NP APrecious Mothers
INMISSION g s hort Bi bl e stu
Rock: from the Luther at

update on our Prayer Shawl Ministry, Visitation
report, Cookbook update, Prayer chain report,

s

| i %
I Q\LIA}HI&"{I"L( LUTHERAN WO w%z N6 S NEEDED... %
_—-'-|I = MISSIONARY LEAGUE) or |4 IN ORDER TO CSONJ&VUE FELLOWSHIP &
also known as X a X

Lutheran Women in Mission. . . . g Sign-up sheets are on the table in g

Lutheran_ Women W(.)rk together to g - the Narthex 7 please volunteer to g
accqmpllsh many things for our church, our com- % 3 enable guests and members to Z
munity and our world! g :E, have an opportunity for fellowship. g
The next mission project is to renovate the pantry | < t&'L If there are NO signups i X
at St. Mark Lutheran Church in g S ﬁ NO refreshments will be served. g
Hawaii. They serve an average of 50 families g g
every Saturday, many of them homeless. They | .& People are needed to help with after &
have provided food for the homeless for the past g worship service, serving, set up, clean up g
12 years. % and providing cookies, -please contact &
< Karen Kelleher for after the 8 a.m. worship

E and Irene Barbour Pearson at 383-3213 for g

g after the 10:15 a.m. worship. g

Xoge80808508508508508508508508508 08 003508508508508508508508008 603 0850850850850
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JOY OF HARVEST MINISTRIES
Is very grateful for the support of volunteers
and donations for a very successful Rummage
Sale. Our proceeds for our ministry totaled
$1142,42. Merced Rescue Mission picked up
the leftovers for their ministry to the
homeless.

If interested in the Spring Tea, call the church
office at 383-3301

Every momnm, swary sge, is invitad
to etiend. . . .

Quaptianc?

¢all lrene Bathaur Penrcow
EEERES R g

|{|1|-|-'- Hegsiom FR6-1494

Dete: Satwrdoy. May 7, 3011

| Fellowship hour report, Altar Committee report;

B Tlma: 100 s Cett & 70.00 o ¢
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Church
Archivs 1985

\ By Theresa Lund
Church Historian

The Work Program for 1985 was $93,908 with 10% of receipts pledged
to District and Synod.

YOUR HOSTS

EESEEEENNRNN

On February 13, leaders went before the planning commission to S_Sg
apply for a conditional use permit on the McKee property. - :

March 17, the Men's Club served an Irish Stew dinner after church K": »,
services. BV 3

Brent Stanton, Rebecca Larson and Allen Hutton were confirmed May g'/

26.

Pastor and Colleen Eisberg led a Tour of Israel and the Greek Isles
June 14-28. Bill and Lucille Hiller and Cecil and Frances Rose were
Reverend Clarence and Colleen Eisberg

among those who accompanied them. Pastor, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Merced, California
Chairman, California-Nevada-Hawaii
District Youth Committee

The congregation broke ground for the new facility on McKee Rd.

on August 30. The Outdoor service was followed by a picnic lunch.
The ceremony signals the beginning of the construction phase for the
12,874 sq foot facility which will include sanctuary, parish hall, kitchen,
classroom and office space. It culminated two years of planning and was
the third building program for St. Paul, organized in 1940.

“Today’s Labor - Tomorrow’s Harvest’” was the theme chosen for the pledge drive and building
phase as the congregation sought to improve worship, expand the education ministry and service to the
community. “Together we work to plant the seeds of the g ¥ ~ ~
Gospel. We combined our spiritual gifts,

talents, financial resources and prayers knowing that God
will provide the growth. To Him, the Lord of the Har-
vest, be all glory, honor, power and praise”.

Dedicated site October 20, at twelve o’clock noon,
followed by a picnic lunch. A Sign was erected.

In November the Annual Harvest Dinner was held.

The children of St. Paul presented a Christmas musical
entitled “Oh My Stars, It’s Christmas” on

December 22 at 7 p.m. The musical was a story about
the Star of Bethlehem.

Love Gifts were given to Concordia College - Portland, Dakota Boys Ranch, Chaplaincy at MCMC,
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In March we celebrated Lutheran Schools Week; we are proud to be a Lutheran school and are so
appreciative of the fact that our Church is supportive of Lutheran Education. We started the week off by
worshipping together; it was so great to see the Church families and School families getting to know one
another.

The week ended with the fifth graders leading Wheels Day! This day was planned and organized by the
fifth graders; they had a skate board clinic that taught any student interested, skate boarding techniques.
Students were also encouraged to bring their bicycles and helmets, a course was set up for the kids to ride
their bicycles. Officer John Patterson of the CHP came out to talk to the students about proper bike and
helmet safety.

All of this fun had a purpose as well, our 13 fifth graders are raising money for “Pennies for Teddies.”
This service project is collecting money in order to buy teddy bears for kids in crisis. After the bears have
been bought, the students will deliver them to our local fire department, so that firefighters can give them to
children who may have had a house fire. They will also visit Children’s Hospital of Central California to
deliver bears to sick children.




S is for serving the Lord!

T is for Toy's for Tots

i

H P is for permanently loving the Lord!
A is for all generations!

E U is for being united for the Lord!

H L is for the Lord, who has all power!

E S is for sharing with the Lord!

y

Ben Faulkner, a first grader at St. Paul School wrote this poem
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PRE SCHOOL NEWS

The preschool is doing well. We have been blessed with 2 more new friends and we are so excited!
We had Preview Night last month and had many new families visit our preschool. We are very
hopeful that they will join us in the coming school year.

8o

S
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On April 2 was our St. Paul School Auction! Our classes have been hard at work on their class ‘
projects. We wi | | have a class quilt from Missé’ﬁ
Butterflies have been working on a hand print af
Moni cads Bouncing Bunnies have put together a cn\
decorated with each of the kids hand prints. We
Noahds Ark quilt that our friend and church memtoj;i
prints of the whole preschool on it! If you have not purchased your tickets please do so soon. You u
will not want to miss out! |

During the month of April the preschool focused their attention on the Easter holiday and why we ]
celebrate. We shared with the kids how God loves us so much that he gave His son Jesus to die i
on the cross for us, to take away all of our sins and the bad things that we have done and are ever i
going to do. The children presented their Preschool Easter Program on Tuesday, April 12.

|
Il
|
Il
|
|
God Bless, H
Miss Angelique |
Il
|
Il
|
Il



So the first word is “Execution,” referring to the death of Christ, the second term is “Early Accounts” referring to the
established creedal statements of the first Christians. The third term to remember is “Empty Tomb”, or what Strobel
also calls the “Jerusalem Factor”.

The site of Jesus’ tomb was know to believers and unbelievers. The site of the tomb was not an issue in the first
century, nor was the fact that the body of Jesus wasn’t in it. Everyone knew where His tomb was, and they knew it
was empty. Christianity was born, (on Pentecost), in the very city where Jesus was crucified and buried, within weeks.
The significance of this point is often overlooked.

Here, Strobel refers to what he calls the “Criteria of Embarrassment.” One way of assessing the validity of ancient
documents is whether they hold any potentially embarrassing information. If a document is meant to paint a good
picture of someone apart from the facts, embarrassing details would not be included.

In the first Century A.D., in both the Jewish and Roman worldview, the testimony of women was not considered valid.
And yet the Gospel accounts indicate that it was the women who were the first to see the empty tomb and the risen
Lord. This is another convincing argument for the validity of the Gospels and the reality of Easter.

The fourth term Strobel uses is: “Eyewitnesses.”

Jesus appeared to over 500 people after His resurrection from the tomb. There were multiple occasions, multiple eye-
witnesses. They ate with Him. They saw His nail marks and touched where the spear had pierced Him. He wasn’t an
apparition or a ghost. He was real. He was alive.

No one in the first century was saying that the tomb wasn’t empty, the question was, “How did it get empty?”

Even the enemies of Jesus didn’t argue that the tomb was empty, they made up a story that the disciples had taken
him. The disciples didn’t have the motive, or the means or the opportunity to steal the body, as some claimed then
and continue to claim today. Jesus had risen from the grave.

Remember, as you consider the truth of Easter for yourself and communicate it to others, the “Execution”, the “Early
Accounts”, the “Empty Tomb” and the “Eyewitnesses.”

SCHOOL

BIBLE CLASSES AND SUNDAY / EE:\

Sundays: Sunday School
Adul;'?lsble Study Children’s Sunday School Wednesday 10:30 A.M.
S a.m. ' (for children through 5th grade) Senior Bible Study
Topic: Revelation 9:15-10:00A.M. Pastor Lanse
Room 3 g
Child care available in room 2 Thursday 7 to 8 P.M.
Jr. High & High School Bible Class: Old Testament Study

Lo 9:15 AM. OMC Cone’s Home
-: le Confirmation Class 5th-8th Grades



http://churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93007597
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Sunday at 6:30 p.m. : Confirmation Class fe8th grade- OMC

oU 3

Upcoming Events: <
[ J

May 21 Jeremy Camp/Francesca Battistelli 6:00pm (Madera, CA)

May 28": Jr. High/ High School Game Night30pm (Parish Hall)

June 27-July 1 Vacation Bible School (VBS):00am (Campus)

VBS is June 27th - July Ist.

VBS is at our church this year and we would love your children to
attend! We are also looking for VOLUNTEERS, please email Christie
Elliott, celliott@stpaulmerced.com or sign up on the Children's and
Youth Ministry Board in the narthex if you can help in anyway!

Thank you!




St Paul Ministries

Mission & Ministry Board News
0 Meeting held Monday April 18, 201 | at 6:45 in the church library opened with Prayer by Pastor Lange with a devo-
tion utilizing the book ‘Doing Church as a Team’.

0 In attendance were: Pastor Jon, Larry Sorge, Gary Mortensen, Kathy Hogston, Linda Cone, Keri Good, Paul Smith
and Mary Rahn. Absent was Jack Van Loan.

0 Consent Agenda: Minutes from last month were approved. Pastor’s report was heard and
approved; the school report was read and approved.

0 Dave Bultena gave a report on his research into the success of the Revitalization process with other churches here
in the central valley. By polling 4 churches the results were favorable and all the churches that had utilized this process
were pleased with the results. The growth that was found was strengthening from within and growth without the
church, fitting perfectly with our “Connecting People to Jesus”.

0 Financial Report was viewed. The preschool and the school are doing well and still operating in the black, thanks
to the huge success of the Auction & Dinner they will continue to be above water through the summer. The church is
again in the black at the end of this month. Praise God!

0 The board revisited 2 items that had been placed on the ‘back burner’; the Revitalization and Pastors’ Sabbatical.
Both the M & M board and the Elders have approved bringing Revitalization to the congregation as an excellent tool for
growth (within and reaching out). We will be doing more research on revitalization with the help of the district and
Pastor Ted Hartman. Pastors’ sabbatical is a powerful tool for his growth and renewal and we feel it will be a blessing
to Pastor Lange, to his family and to the congregation. We recommend that the congregation approve the sabbatical
and the revitalization at the voters meeting.

0 At this time Matt Cone is in the process of being asked to serve as the vicar at St. John’s, Newman. Our former
member Jim Ledford is now congregation President there and very supportive of Matt leading their congregation. De-
tails with the Specific Ministry Program are being worked out.

0 The 2011/2012 Budget for St. Paul school and preschool are finished and the budget for the church is being worked
on at this time. We will meet June 2, 201 | to approve the budget.

The M & M board and the Elders will be going on a leadership retreat on May 14™. Details to be announced.

Special M & M Board budget meeting will be held on June 2, 201 | at 6:45.
We closed with prayer at 9:15. The Congregational meeting will be held Sunday May 22, 201 | after our joint service

and pot luck.
Mary Rahn, M & M Board President

SIS SIS SIS

THANKYOU TO
THRIVENT MEMBERS

St. Paul would like to thank all of the Thrivent Members who
have given to St. Paul through Thrivent. Each month Thrivent
sends a percentage to St. Paul at the designation of members.
Since October 2010 a total of $2,713.00 has been given to

¥ == St. Paul.




trap as well. Instead of proclaiming the pure Gospel,
they are jumping on the band wagon too and becoming
no more than attempting to be motivational speakers.

Joy of Harvest made a conscious decision not to
focus on the numerical growth of the church but rather
on the true invisible growth that may or may not
manifested in a big numerical number through Light of
Life radio broadcasts, leadership trainings, developing
Word and Sacraments ministries, and mentoring pastoral
students.

The purpose of the church is clearly defined by the
Augsburg Confession, Article VII, which “Lutheran”
Christians are asked to subscribe. It states, “The church
is the assembly of saints in which the gospel is taught
purely and the
sacraments are administered rightly (Robert Kolb and
Timothy J. Wengert, eds. The Book of Concord: The
Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Minneapolis: Fortress Press 2000, p. 43).”

Our greatest concern should be the true Christian
proclamation. The numerical growth will be blessed by
the Holy Spirit. We are called to be faithful to God’s
Word. We trust that in God’s time and in His way,
“..word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return
to me empty, but will accomplish the purpose for which
| sent it (Isaiah 55:11). In our preaching, calling,
evangelism, teaching, and working together, we do in the
content and context of the Gospel.

Mission News

Last month (February) | had the privilege of meeting
with the chair of the newly formed National Board of
LCMS, Rev. Steve Briel. Therole of the board is still in
defining stage along with the International Board as well.
It was a good meeting to discuss the overwhelming
challenges of HMong ministry in LCMS. We continue to
expand the discussions. We covet prayers for this new
day in God’s mission. Many entities of the Synod are
seeking more efficient and credible ways to do the
mission of God in the midst of a challenging time. The
mission issues are not unique to HMong ministry. The
discussions of challenges and opportunities in HMong
ministry are simply catalysts for others.

Our weekly mentor/theological discussions have
been moved to Sunday evenings to accommodate
more students from across the country. One student
commented recently, “l learned more in three hours
with all of vou than a2 whole vear by mvself” What a

Please continue to keep our deacons, vicars, and pastors in
your prayers. These are difficult days in the ministry. The
church faces many challenges both inside and outside in
proclaiming the truth of the Gospel.
A Word of Thanks

Joy of Harvest continues to experience financial
challenges, but we are thankful to many faithful individuals
that have contributed sacrificially to help us continuing our
ministries. The financial component of HMong ministry is
one of the many ongoing areas of discussion. We
continue to pray for God’s wisdom and guidance in this
regard as well. Your prayers and financial gifts are much
appreciated.

Contact Information:
Rev. Kou Seying
Joy of Harvest Ministries
2916 N. McKee Road
Merced, CA 95340
Telephone: 209-233-9443
Email: joyofharvest@comecast.net

This past month, the Lo

family grieved the losses of two
family members through untimely
deaths. Although it is very
difficult to understand it from our

human perspective, we pray for
God’s grace and peace. May God
comfort Vantian and See as they
mourn the loss of their baby girl,
Veona, and the rest of the Lo
family as they mourn the loss of
their son/brother, Nao Yeng, in
Minnesota.

Many thanks to all that helped to
put together a wonderful dinner
for the Memorial service of Veona.




A Mission Insight

In his book (Mission from the Cross: The Lutheran
Theology of Mission. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing
House 2009 p. 165), Dr. Klaus Detlev Schulz of Concor-
dia Theological Seminary in Ft. Wayne,

Indiana writes:

One important concern of all Christian

proclamation is that it connects to the person of Jesus
Christ and to the accomplishments of His earthly min-
istry. We cannot suppose that Christ, after He had
commissioned His disciples to “go into all the world
and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation” (Mark
16:15), then parted completely from the very act of
preaching the Gospel.

One of the challenges in the history of mission among
the HMong people, as with many other groups, has to do
with maintaining the central
content of the Gospel. Unfortunately, many pastors have
“parted completely from the very act of preaching the
Gospel (Schulz 165).”

The early days of mission work among the HMong peo-
ple, the Gospel was proclaimed clearly. People knew
why they wanted to become Christians; they wanted to
be delivered from Satan and all his works and all his ways
as prescribed by the traditional
religion, Animism. And they wanted to receive
eternal life and go to heaven instead of the “dried, deso-
lated, cold, and dark world” that the traditional HMong
funeral rite reveals.

Today, for the most part, becoming a Christian means
joining a club that will offer many earthly benefits: youth
activities, men and women club,
curing illnesses, funeral helps, etc. For those of us that
wish to maintain the pure Gospel, it is a very tough com-
petition. The popular opinion is not to preach the Gos-
pel; it is to preach a feel good
message and entertain the audience.

Last month, Maykou and | sat through six services over
three days at my aunt’s funeral and we heard the name of
Jesus mentioned only once in the six long messages but
did not hear who Jesus was and what did He accomplish.
The members of the largest HMong congregation (A two
thousand plus members church) and visitors were
entertained and laughed a great deal. We heard many

- N ~ el 1 \ A 7 .

most people can comprehend. The pastors shared
numerous facts about the Bible and various events that
occurred in the biblical history but no connection to the
person of Jesus Christ and His death and resurrection
that He accomplished in His ministry on our behalf. This
is a good example of what the church faces today in
regards to the Christian proclamation.

Who is Jesus Christ and what did he
accomplished must be the center of all Christian
proclamation. For us Lutherans, this entails understand-
ing the Word of the Gospel as a means of grace. What
exactly does this mean?

Some of our pastoral students in the EIIT (Ethnic
Immigrant Institute of Theology) program are currently
studied the Means of Grace in their EIT 07 course. It
offers this definition on page 34:

“The means of grace” are God-given instruments or
tools that God uses both to reveal and offer to us the
forgiveness of sins and his favor on account of Christ
and also to create or strengthen our faith in the
forgiveness of sins and his favor toward us on account
of Christ.

Often, the proclamation of the Gospel fails in two
ways. One obvious way, as stated earlier, is that the
proclamation fails to mention the Gospel completely and
no connection to Christ whatsoever. The other
extreme is that the Gospel fails to contextualize; this
means that the Gospel was stated but it did not apply to
the lives of the hearers.

As we have seen in the history of HMong mission
among various denominations, it is easy to build a church
around the concept of a club membership with various
earthly benefits. People do flock to these types of
churches with hundreds and thousands of members. It is
not to say that we don’t want the church to grow
numerically.

Experiences and history have shown that the central
content of the Gospel of Christ’s person and His deeds
are lacking in the preaching of many churches even within
our own LCMS (The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod).
The trend is not to preach the Gospel but parted from
the central content of the Gospel because by nature
people don’t want to confess their sins and receive
God’s grace.

In today’s world, it is about what | can do to help
myself. Therefore, the self-help materials are most
nobtilar on book<helvee and on the e-boaoke lict readilv




| hope the month of May brings many blessings to you and your loved ones. Above all, may God strengthen
you in your faith and in your love for Jesus who died and rose again to redeem you, and to save all who will
put their trust in Him.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Jonathan Lange +

P.S. | wish to extend my apology for the delay in the publication of this issue. This month is a double issue,
containing information from April and for May. Thank you for your patience with me!

An Excerpt from this Easterods Messag¢

On Good Friday, there was an interview that was aired by Focus on the Family, featuring former atheist and
now Christian author and pastor Lee Strobel, who spoke of his conversion to Christianity. He said that as
he began to study the claims of the Christian faith, he came to realize it would take more faith for him to
deny the death and resurrection of Jesus, and to remain an atheist, that it would to believe in Jesus.

He went on to share four words that help him as he communicates to others the Case for Easter. The
words all begin with the letter “E”, and | thought it would be worth sharing them with you this Easter, not
only to help you grow stronger in your own faith but to help you to communicate your faith in the risen
Savior with others.

The first of these terms is “Execution,” referring to the death of Jesus.

Strobel states, “the death of Jesus and his burial is not disputed by any serious historian.” He mentions the
eye witness account of John, plus the independent historical reports of Matthew, Mark and Luke.

In addition, there is much support from outside the Bible attesting to the death of Jesus on the cross. There
is the Jewish historian Josephus, the Roman historian Tacitus, and even the Jewish Talmud, all of which refer
to the death of Jesus on the cross. Even a modern atheist historian has stated that the death of Jesus Christ
by the cross is indisputable. Strobel became convinced beyond a shadow of a doubt that the historical and
archeological support for the crucifixion of Christ is rock solid. It is a historically accepted fact.

The second term is “Early Accounts”.

Strobel explains that in | Corinthians |15:3 we find preserved an early creed of the church, written within
two decades of the death and resurrection of Jesus. Here, Paul writes these words, “For what | received |
passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He
was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Peter,
and then to the Twelve. After that, He appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same
time....”

Strobel clarifies that the wording Paul uses: “For what | received | passed on to you...” is the equivalent wording that

was used by first century Rabbis used to signify the transmission of sacred truth. In other words, what Paul had taught
the Corinthian Christians when he first visited them circa 50 A.D., was already a well-established creedal statement of
the early church.

There had been no time for many years to pass by, as some skeptics claim, before the first Christians confessed a
1 belief in the resurrection. No. this was a part of their faith from the besinnine. 1
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"Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them... and teaching them...'
Dear Family of God,

Easter has arrived, and with it the hope and joy that comes with knowing our Savior lives!
Now May is already here, a month of graduations and commencements, the month when
we will also receive our confirmands into membership. It is a month of new beginnings.

There are a number of people who have requested copies of this year’s Easter

Sermon, so I've included a portion of it, edited, in this issue. May your faith in the risen Lord
Jesus be strengthened that you may be bold to share the promise of Christ with others.
Please also take the time to read Pastor Kou’s insightful article on the proclamation of the
gospel.

This month’s President’s article includes a number of items of interest from the last
Director’s meeting. Please note that our Board of Elders, after surveying several
congregations in our District, has recommended to the Board of Directors that we pursue
the process known as “Revitalization.” After receiving the Elders’ recommendation the
Board recommended that we also pursue this process of congregational renewal.

There will be a leadership retreat on May 14 to seek God’s continued guidance and blessing
for our ministry together. Please pray for our Elders, Directors and Staff, as we desire to
serve God, bring the Gospel to many others, and see the ministry flourish.

Our next regularly scheduled voters meeting will be held on May 22nd. The 2011-2012
budget will be presented to the congregation. In addition, CNH District Missions Counselor
Pastor Ted Hartmann will be on hand to answer questions from the congregation regarding
the Revitalization process.

This month we also wish Deacon Matt Cone and family God’s blessings as he begins to
serve St. James Lutheran Church in Newman on a regular basis in May. Please pray for him
and his family that the Lord will bless and direct his life and service. We thank Matt for his
service and partnership in the Gospel.

There has been much activity at the school and preschool this past month. We thank all
who so generously supported the school through the annual auction. Over $100,000 was
donated Praise the Lord, and thank you, thank you to all who gave so generously.

The Preschool’s Easter Program was adorable and received rave reviews from

parents and family members. Many said it was the best ever. St. Paul’s fifth grade students
were featured on KAMB radio for their initiative to raise money for “Pennies for Teddies”,
to purchase teddy bears for children in need, through a popular “Wheels Day”.

The school’s site visit from the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) was
this past month as well. Congratulations to Ben Elliott for doing a great job pulling
everything and for all who have helped in so many ways to make the 2010-201 | academic
|yeara successful one.
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