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  RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

1 2 

 
10:30 am Senior 

Bible Class 

 

3:15 Bell Choir  

3 

 
10 am Preschool 

Choir –Library 
 

7pm Bible Study– 

Cone‘s Home 

4 5 
 

6 
 

8am & 10:15 am 

 Worship   

Service 

9:30am & 6:30pm 

Child. Christmas 

7 
Noon -  TLC   

Sanctuary 

10am-1pm  

Concordia  

Presenter 

Library 

8 
 

 

6:30pm Habitat 

For Humanity 

Library 

9 

 
10:30 am Senior 

Bible Class 

 

3:15 Bell Choir  

  

10 
10 am Preschool 

Choir –Library 
 

7pm Bible Study– 

Cone‘s Home 
 

 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

12 
 

 

13 

8am & 10:15 am 

 Worship Service 

 

9:30am & 6:30pm 

Child. Christmas 

Choir 

14 
 

 

7pm Elder 

Board - Library 

15 
 
 

16 
 

10:30 am Senior 

Bible Class 

 

3:15 Bell Choir  

17 
10 am Preschool 

Choir –Library 
 

7pm Bible Study– 

Cone‘s Home 

 

18 
 

 

19 
 

Jr. & Sr. High 

Jam Concert 

  

 

20 
8am & 10:15 am 

 Worship Service 

 

9:30am & 6:30pm 

Child. Christmas 

Choir 

21 

 

Noon - LWML 

Library 

6:30pm M & M  

Library 

 

22 
 
 

23 

 
10:30 am Senior 

Bible Class 

 

 

 

24 

9:00 a.m.  

Thanksgiving 

Service 

25 
 

 

26 
 

Set up  

Christmas 

Tree  

27 
8am & 10:15 am 

 Worship Service 

9:30am & 6:30pm 

Child.  Choir 

2pm Feed Rescue 

Mission  

28 

 
  

29 
 

 

 

30 
10:30 am Senior 

Bible Class 

3:15 Bell Choir  

6pm Advent 

Soup Supper & 

Service 

   

       

 2011 

WORSHIP SEVICES:  
8:00 A.M.  HERITAGE WORSHIP  

  Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays 

   10:15 A.M.  CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 

              Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays    

  

5 p.m. 



            

            COMMUNION SET UP 
                           

 

                           8:00 A.M.   

             Charlie & Betty Jo Rodgers  

                         10:15 A.M.   
                Galen & Karen Chastain  
 

          COMMUNION  SERVERS 
                             8:00 A.M. 

             Ralph Martin & Gary Mortensen          

                            10:15 A.M. 

      Paul Smith & Jack Van Loan 

 
                

                

                     READERS 
 

                          8:00 A.M. 
   

  Nov. 6 Melinda Price 

  Nov. 13 Marj Hoffmann 

  Nov. 20 Frances Williams 

  Nov. 27         Janice Sorge 
   

                                   10:15 A.M. 
   

  Nov. 6 Mary Rahn 

  Nov. 13 Sandy Bishop 

  Nov. 20 Sonja Peters 

  Nov. 27         Kent Christensen 

     NOVEMBER   SERVANTS 
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                          GREETERS 
                                                                          

                                  8:00 A.M.  
  

  Nov. 6 Ralph & Rosie Martin 

  Nov. 13 Dave Bultena  

  Nov. 20 Don & Elaine Kock 

  Nov. 27         Dave & Teresa Lundin 

                             10:15 A.M. 
   

  Nov. 6 Mary & Phil Rahn 

  Nov. 13 Tina Orchard 

  Nov. 20 Greg & Sandy Bishop 

  Nov. 27 Russ & Irene Pearson 

   

                   ACOLYTE 
 Nov. 6       Noel Blaylock     

 Nov. 13          Grace Mello 

 Nov. 20  Riley Hayes 

 Nov. 27  Brady Mello 

  

                      

                  BIRTHDAYS 

 

Nov. 3  Tammie Meyer 

Nov. 5  Janet Seilnacht 

Nov. 7  Kyle Hair 

Nov. 10  Michael Wallace 

Nov. 11  Timmie Bressler 

  Courtney Mognis 

Nov. 17  Kristi Martin 

Nov. 18  Joy Blaylock 

Nov. 20  Syl Braa 

  Sandy Braa 

Nov. 22  Paul Smith 

Nov. 23  Patty Van Loan 

Nov. 25  Russell Pearson 

Nov. 28  Gretchen DeLaCruz 

Nov. 29  Austin Mello 

 
 

            ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Nov. 1  Lon & Carrie Boyer 

Nov. 3  Ralph & Rose Martin 

Nov. 8  Erik & Lauren Seilnacht 

Nov. 13 Craig & Sarah Chavez 

Nov. 24 Greg & Sandy Bishop 

Nov. 27 John & Mary Wallace 
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Habitat for Humanity of Merced County  
 

  Habitat board of directors has adopted a challenge for our community of churches to 
work together to build an Apostles Habitat home. 
  This challenge is to bring together twelve (12) churches to serve, as the apostles of 
Jesus served, by helping their neighbors in need.  In this case, the churches fund and 
build a Habitat for Humanity home.  This has allowed many small churches to  
participate that previously did not think they could afford to be Habitat Partners. 
  Are you ready for this challenge? 
The Apostles build house will be the next house built after our current house is built. 
We would like to have commitments from our churches by January 1, 2012 for this 
Apostles Build Habitat Home.  
Questions?  Call Jan Sorge, 769-1884 or 722-6101. 

HARVEST DINNER 

Saturday, November 12 

5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Ticket prices:  $10 for adults and $5 for children over 5 years of age 
 

Don’t forget to pick up an empty box or container that are on display in the Narthex.  Please 

take them home and fill them with goodies like homemade candy, breads, cookies, shelled nuts, 

etc. and bring them back the day before the Harvest Dinner. 
 

REMEMBER:  volunteers are needed to help work at the dinner or donate something to the 

Country Store.  It would be great if each attending member and their children would sign up for 

one task.  We will have child care for workers at the dinner so that all can volunteer and have 

time to eat. 
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WHAT IS LWML??  
 

        LUTHERAN WOMENôS MISSIONARY  
                                LEAGUE 
     also called Lutheran Women in Mission. . . .  
 

The next mission mite project is for Mt. Cross Lu-
theran Camp Ministries for $25,000 to complete 
the funding of bathroom/septic improvements for 
this primary retreat facility and adult level team 
building equipment. Our Zone 3 has adopted 7 
rooms to furnish them with complete matching 
bedding for each room.  As of Sept. 30, $ 
15,346.68 has come in through mite boxes in our 
CNH District. 

 

KEEP FILLING UP THOSE MITE 
BOXES - BRING AND TRANSFER or 
SIMPLY DROP A DONATION TO THE  
LARGE MITE BOX IN THE NARTHEX.. .  
EVERY PENNY COUNTS!  

      SHOE BOXES FOR  
           CHILDREN  
Please be sure to pick up 
your plastic shoe box or 
boxes on Sunday November 13 to 
fill for the Salvation Army project.   
Information about gift suggestions 
will be in each box along with a 
 label for a boy or girl and the age.  
Please return the boxes to the 
Church by Sunday, December 11.   
Thank you and God Bless.   
Betty Joe Rodgers 

                     Our next meeting will be Monday,   
                     November 21 from noon to 1:30 pm  
                     Bring your sack lunch and eat while  
                     we meet. Devotions will be ñGrowing 
                     in Our Faith and Prayer Lifeò and a 
                     short Bible Study from our Quarterly  
ñOvercoming Fear in the Face of Trialò.  Mite   
boxes will be collected and a freewill offering 
taken. 
 

Advent Soup Suppers will begin Wednesday, 
Nov. 30 at 6 p.m. with Taco soup. Volunteers will 
be needed each week to prepare soup, set up 
tables & chairs, put out place mats, make  
lemonade & coffee and clean up the kitchen in 
preparation for preschool the next morning.  
Recipes complete directions,  and sign up lists 
will be on the table in the Narthex starting Sunday, 
Nov. 13th. 
 

A St. Paul Lutheran Ministries Cookbook is available.  

Cost is $10 each, make checks payable to LWML.  

Proceeds will be used to purchase round lightweight 

tables for the church parish hall and the school will 

use their funds for technology  

equipment. Available after every  

worship service or in the church 

or school office Monday through  

Friday. 

Poinsettias will be ordered as a  
Fundraiser for Joy of Harvest  
Ministries starting Nov. 13, 10, and 
27th. Order forms will be inserted in 
Sunday bulletins. Poinsettias will 
be picked up on Friday, Dec. 9

th
.  

Personal orders are welcomed as well as those 
in memory of or in honor of. The cost will be $10 
and $3 from each poinsettia will go to Joy of  
Harvest Ministries.   
 
Volunteers will be needed to help 
serve at the Pre-School Christmas 
program on Tuesday, Dec. 6th and 
for the K-5 Christmas program on 
Thur., Dec. 15th. Call Jan Sorge  
(722-6101) if you can help put 
cookies on trays and pour punch. (approximately 
one hour) 

 
 

 Thanksgiving baskets will be  
 provided through Thrivent and names 
 provided  by LOVE INC.  Help in  
 putting together the baskets will be  
 appreciated ï on Tuesday, Nov. 22nd  

from 9 to noon in the Parish Hall. 
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                                             STAINED GLASS WINDOWS IN ST. PAUL SANCTUARY 

                                                            HAVE BIBLICAL THEMES 
                          By Theresa Lund                           

                                        

                                                                                              

                                                      THE WINDOW ABOVE THE ALTAR 

THEME:  Revelation    

                                                              (Moved from the old church) 
                                                                         

The window reflects Revelation 21.  Heaven, the new Jerusalem is our eternal destiny because Jesus has  

redeemed and purchased us by His blood shed on the cross.  He took upon Himself our sin.  Jesus is King of 

kings and Lord of lords who is now reigning in heaven at God‘s right hand. 
 

The cross with the jeweled crown represents the completed work of Jesus.  The crown has seven jewels, 

the number of perfection and completeness throughout the book of Revelation. 
 

The clouds recall the appearances of God‘s presence in the Old Testament at Mt. Sinai (Exodus 19) and at 

the dedication of Solomon‘s temple (1 Kings 8).  In the New Testament we are reminded of Jesus‘  

transfiguration (Matthew 17), Ascension (Acts 1) and eventual return in glory.  The here angels are 

―heralds‖ of His return.  The tree of life is mentioned in Genesis and in Revelation. 

 

CREATION WINDOW   

THEME:  Genesis Chapters 1 & 2 

  Faceted glass 
 

The six days of creation are presented, projecting God‘s power and the tremendous sense of harmony and 

peace that existed in a world where mankind, creation and God experienced intimate friendship and  

harmony. 
 

Panel 1:  1st and 2nd day of creation.  The bolt of light emanates from a black center when the earth was  

formless and empty.  Darkness reigned until God said ―Let there be light‖.   God separated light from 

darkness and there was separation of water and sky. 
 

Panel 2:  The third day, God created land, and brought forth plants and trees.  He gathered the water into 

seas and oceans.  The world began to appear.  The circle of the earth grows larger and one can see the  

variety of plants, fruit, grain and trees.  The apple has two bites missing (the Bible does not tell us what kind 

of fruit Adam and Eve ate in their act of disobedience). 
 

Panel 3:  The fourth day God created the sun, moon and stars. 
 

Panel 4:  The fifth day God created birds and creatures in the sea.  The dominate feature is the whale, made 

of a unique gray faceted glass.  The blue glass which is the eye of the whale is a color that is not used  

anywhere else in the window. 
 

Panel 5 & 6:  On the sixth day God created animals and Adam and Eve.  There was true harmony and peace 

in God‘s creation.  On the seventh day God rested. 
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 News from the School  

By Mrs. Van Zalen  

Kindergarten is a time of exploration and separation.  We are 

exploring our school, our classroom, and ourselves.  We are  

separated from our moms and dads for the entire day!  Everything is new and exciting 

(oh, to view the world through a kindergartenerõs eyes).  It has been a joy to guide 

these little ones these past few months and we look forward to more grand  

adventures.  We have studied apples, the seasons of the apple tree, pumpkins,  

fire safety, Columbus and the seven continents on maps and globes.  

Whew!  No wonder we all need cat naps at the end of the day.  We 

look forward to our Thanksgiving Feast and Christmas celebrations.   

We covet your prayers as we all learn and grow this year.  

 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOOL & PRE-SCHOOL 

 

Pre- School News  
By Angelique Faulkner  

 
The blessings of fall are here, the leaves are changing, the cool crisp air is blowing 

and we remember all that we have to be thankful for.  I am thankful for our  

awesome children the all of our wonderful families.  I am also thankful for our 

dedicated staff that show such love and dedication to each child.  During the 

month of November the preschoolers will be learning with turkeyõs, cornucopiaõs, 

leaves, and òThankfulnessó.  It is important that the kids know how truly blessed 

they are and that we acknowledge and give thanks to the One who gave it all.  I 

hope you all have a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday with your friends and family 

around you. 

òGive thanks to God, for He is good and His love never quitsó 

-1 Chronicles 16:34 in the Message Bible  
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                             YOUTH NEWS  
 

The 5th through 8th grade will meet on Sundays at 6:30 p.m. for  

Confirmation  in the OMC  

The High School will meet at 6:30 p.m. for Bible Study in the OMC.  

                                         UPCOMING EVENTS  
NOVEMBER 

12th - - - - - ALL CHURCH HARVEST DINNER  - sign up to help  

19th - - - - - Winter Jam Concert for Jr../Sr. High Youth  

DECEMBER 

3rd - - - - - -Breakfast with Santa at St. Paul and the Christmas Parade  

4th - - - - - -Childrenõs Christmas Choir sing at the Courthouse Museum Open House - 2:30p.m. 

9th - - - - - -Parents Shopping Night Out - Fundraiser for Youth  

17th - - - - - Youth Progressive Dinner - Jr./Sr. High Youth  

MUSIC NOTES  
 

     The Hand-bell Choir now has four 3rd 

grade boys participating.  One recent  

rehearsal included a very pregnant bull frog 

named òLisaó.  E were relieved that she didnõt  

deliver during rehearsal!  

     Our Childrenõs Christmas Choir is adding 

singers weekly, including many from our 

HMong families and a few unchurched  

families.  This is a real praise and answer to 

prayer!  
 

CHRISTMAS  SINGING & RINGING 

SCHEDULE 

December 4 at 2:30 p.m.   

Courthouse Museum  Christmas Open House  

We will also be singing and ringing during a 

Sunday morning service in December as well  

as the Christmas Eve service at 7:00 p.m.  

CHILDREN’S OUTREACH MINIS-

TRIES 
 

LISTEN. . .LISTEN. . .LISTEN. . . 
Listen to 
   hear if God is calling you to  
   volunteer an hour a week in a  
   public school to share Jesus! A 
   team of four people is ideal ï 
   music, games, crafts, Bible Story 
   teller, attendance clerk  - all are 
   needed ï share your talents! 

   Materials are provided for  lessons and 
   Bibles for each  student. Discovery Clubs  
   In elementary schools are after school for 
   an hour; Exploration Clubs in middle  
   schools  meet during lunch hour. 
 
Training available ï teams of four are ideal 
ï follow Godôs call to you ï and volunteer 
today! 
 

Contact Jan Sorge, 722 -6101 or 769-
1884. 



   Page 6 ST. PAUL LUTHERAN MESSENGER  Volume 12  Issue 10   

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

     Adult Bible Class 

Sunday Morning 9:15 am 

          “Revelation” 

 

 

   CHILDREN & YOUTH STUDIES 

        K.I.C.K., Kids In Christ‘s Kingdom 
       During the 10:15 a.m. service 
                                       

            

          High School Youth Group  
           6:30-8:00 p.m. in the OMC 

                   

                  5th - 8th grade  

              Confirmation Class 

             6:30-8:00 p.m. in OMC 

 

 
 
 

Wednesday 10:30 A.M.          

Law & Gospel Lifelight Study 

  Pastor Lange  
 

Thursday 7 to 8 P.M.    

Old Testament Study 

Cone‘s Home 

 

      BIBLE CLASSES AND SUNDAY  

                                      SCHOOL 

NOVEMBER UPCOMING EVENTS 
   

   November 12th  Harvest Dinner -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - -    5:00 P.M. 

   November 24th      Thanksgiving Service -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   9:00 A.M. 

   November 25th  Decorating the Christmas Tree -  -  -  -   3:00 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS  SCHEDULE 
 

     November 30th   Advent Service -  - - - Soup supper at 6:00 p.m. and Service at 6:45 p.m. 

     December 7th  Advent Service -  - - - Soup supper at 6:00 p.m. and Service at 6:45 p.m. 

     December 4th  Children sing at the Court House Museum Open House at 2:30 p.m. 

     December 14th  Advent Service -  - - - Soup supper at 6:00 p.m. and Service at 6:45 p.m. 

     December 21th  Advent Service -  - - - Soup supper at 6:00 p.m. and Service at 6:45 p.m. 

     December 24th  Christmas Eve Services   7 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.   

                         (Children‘s choir will sing at the 7 p.m. Service) 

     December 25th   Christmas Day - Worship service at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

http://churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93007597
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Support Christian Education while SHOPPING this year at Stone Ridge Chris-

tian High Schools fabulous Vendor Fair.  There will be twenty -eight  

vendors at this yearõs fair on November 5 th  from 10am to 2pm .  The fair will be 

located in Stone Ridgeõs gymnasium, which is located on the First Baptist Church 

Campus at 500 Buena Vista, in Merced.   

Fine clothing, jewelry, cosmetics, crafts, Christmas decorations, kitchenware, 

photography and videographer opportunities, plus food and much more are  

offered at the fair.  Randy and Monica from KAMB will be broadcasting live for 

the event.  St. Paul Lutheran School has a booth at the fair too.  So come and 

have food, fun and shopping from 10am -2pm on November 5 th  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLANKET COLLECTION  

Stone Ridge Christian is having a blanket drive  for local charities.  If 

you have a new or gently used blanket that could be offered to a needy 

home, please bring them to Church and give them to Elizabeth Lange or 

Grace Seying.                       
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Joy of Harvest HMong Outreach Ministries  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH PARISH HALL 

           2916 N. MC KEE RD. , MERCED 

                     Date: SUNDAY, DEC. 11 , 2010 

                      Time: 9:00 A.M.ñ12:00 P.M 

Contact Information:  Rev. Kou Seying 

                                 Joy of Harvest Ministries 

                                 2916 N. McKee Road 

                                 Merced, CA  9534 

                   Telephone:  209-233-9443 

                    joyofharvest@comcast..net 
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       THANKSGIVING EGGROLL SALE 

 

When:   Wednesday - November 23, 2011 

Pick Up Time:  5-7pm 

Where:   Church Kitchen 

Price:   $15 per dozen (preorder only) 

Contact:    Maykou @ 209-628-1586 

      or 

    joyofharvest@comcast.net 

 

Please place your order by Monday, November 21st – Thank 

you! 
 

We appreciate all of your past orders.  This is one way to support Joy of Harvest Ministries in these  

challenging financial times.  The Lord has been good to us.  Through your love, His provision continues to 

make it possible to carry on our ministries month after month even when things might seem to be quite 

grim.  We are grateful for so many of you that support us through your prayers and financial supports.  

Please continue to pray for this outreach ministry as we continue to bring the good news of Jesus that 

transforms lives here on earth and for eternity. 

NEW SUNDAY EVENINGS ACTIVITIES 
 

Recently, HMong ministry added numerous activities for Sunday evenings.  These activities include  

fellowship, learning new hymns, adult and youth confirmation/Bible study classes, and children choir  

rehearsal.  Youth confirmation/Bible studies and learning new hymns are led by Maykou.  Pastor Kou leads 

the adult studies and Deanna Morgan leads the children choir.  Steve Lo coordinate refreshments for the 

fellowship. 

 

Seeing the growth and excitement of our new Christians has brought us great joys.  They are so eager to 

study God‘s Word and learn hymns to praise God.  Each week they are more and more comfortable with 

singing and the not wanting to miss any Bible study session or worship service brings a new freshness to us 

all.  Our Fresno ministry has been joining us as well.  Sunday evening activities begin at 6:00pm in the Parish 

Hall. 
 

Contact Information:  Rev. Kou Seying 

Joy of Harvest Ministries 

2916 N. McKee Road 

Merced, CA  95340 

 

Telephone: 209-233-9443 

mailto:joyofharvest@comcast.net
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MISSIONS AND MINISTRY NEWS 

October 2011 
 
Mary Rahn opened with a devotion from the Lutheran hour. 
 

Minutes of the last meeting were approved and the financial reports were approved as read.  We are aware 

that due to unanticipated expenses during the spring and summer and lower income during the summer and 

early autumn – we are in need of money. 
 

The date has been set for the Harvest Dinner on Saturday, November 12, 2011.  Remember that this is an 

opportunity to reach out to the community and show them our love and service to our  community in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Gary Mortensen gave a report on suggestions for spending the Thrivent monies received.  We now have 

$4,500.00 to use to bless our congregation.  There will be a meeting to vote on the election of officers and 

how to spend the money after the combined worship service October 30. 
 

Overholtzer will handle the removal of the pews prior to the new carpet being installed by Olin Floors of 

Atwater and will also handle the reinstallation of the pews upon completion of the carpeting install.  This 

will be happening the last week of October.   How exciting!! 
   

Revitalization:  We look forward to the ‗rebirth‘ of our congregations and a rededication for all of us to 

―Connect People to Jesus‖.  Don‘t forget to keep your excitement in spreading God‘s love to Merced as we 

look forward to this renewal.  May we all become and remain dedicated to our goal of ―Connecting People 

to Jesus‖. 
 

Because of the deficit in our general fund; there will be a congregational meeting on November 6th between 

services.  At that time we will, with congregational approval, move money from the Ignite the Passion Fund 

into our general fund to cover unexpected costs from this summer.  The Second item of business at that 

meeting is to get approval to send a representative from our congregation to the District Convention.  

Dave Bultena has agreed to be our representative. 
 

We discussed the possibility of having a Youth service.  The youth would take ownership of the service.  It 

was suggested that we begin with a quarterly service and hopefully progress to a monthly service.  Another 

suggestion for outreach was from Melinda Price; how about a ―bring a friend to church‖ Sunday.  It was felt 

that this would lead to higher attendance and guests would not feel uncomfortable as they would not be the 

only visitor.  Implementation forthcoming. 
 

The board spent 30 minutes with the devotion and study on ―Doing Church as a Team‖. 

 

In His service,   

Mary Rahn 
 

PS Just a reminder to continue your support of the Joy of Harvest Ministry.  If you have been blessed and 

wish to share your bounty or even better, if you wish to give from your heart, please do so.  We are all 

―blessed to be a blessing‖. 

 

 

 

 



 

Give Thanks 
“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 

for His mercy endures forever.” (Ps. 136:1) 
 

Crisp mornings are proof that a new season has arrived. The fields have been  

harvested. Once again God has abundantly provided for our needs. It is time to give 

thanks to the Lord! With that in mind, here‘s a reminder to thank God for His  

blessings. 
 

Give Thanks for our Savior!   As I write this, we are preparing to celebrate the  

Reformation. In the 1500‘s God worked through people like Martin Luther to restore 

the clear message of the Gospel. We are saved by God‘s grace, received by faith, and 

not by our works (see Eph. 2:8-9).  The message of the reformers was made clear in 

bold statements like: Grace Alone! Faith Alone! Scripture Alone! These  

statements point us to the truth that our salvation is secure only in Jesus Christ. He is 

the only Son of God who alone gave His life for ours upon the cross, and then arose 

triumphant from the grave. Through faith in Jesus alone can we have the sure hope of 

eternal life. At this time of year give thanks for your Savior! 
 

Give Thanks for the Faithfully Departed   Christians throughout the world have 

celebrated All Saints Day on the first day of November for many centuries. The Bible 

clearly teaches that repentant and redeemed sinners who breathe their last breath on 

earth ―fall asleep‖ to wake up to the glory of heaven (see I Th. 4:13-18). Jesus said to the 

repentant thief on the cross, ―Today you will be with me in Paradise‖ (Lk. 23:43). Their 

souls are with the Lord, and their bodies will be raised, clothed with immortality, on the 

day of Christ‘s return. At this time of year, we give thanks for our loved ones who have 

departed to be with the Lord. 
 

Give Thanks for our Congregation   This is the month that our congregation gathers 

together to hold a meal for our community. The Harvest Dinner is a wonderful  

opportunity to serve alongside one another as God‘s people. I hope you are able to  

participate this year.  Of course, there are many other ways to serve and make a  

difference through our congregation during the rest of the year. From feeding the  

hungry and homeless, to caring for the hospitalized and homebound, to teaching the 

children and youth of Merced about Jesus—St. Paul members know how to share the 

love of God with our community and with each other. 

Some of the kindest, warmest and most generous people I‘ve ever known are right here 

at St. Paul Lutheran Ministries. At this time of year, give thanks to God for our  

congregation! 
 

Give Thanks for All Your Blessings   In just a few short weeks, our nation will be 

celebrating Thanksgiving. Here at St. Paul, we will be gathering for worship on Thursday 

morning, November 24, at 9 a.m. I hope you can come. We want to remember to give 

thanks for all God‘s blessings to us…especially at this time of the year. 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Lange + 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 
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