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  RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
10:30 am Senior 

Bible Class 

 

2 

 
10 am Preschool 

Choir ðLibrary 
 

7pm Bible Studyð 

Coneõs Home 

3 4 
9AM-1PM  

Upward 

5 
 

8am & 10:15 am 

 Worship   

Service 

 

6 
9:30 Chat ôn Chew  

OMC 

Noon -  TLC   

1pm Womenõs 

Bible Study 

7pm Elder Board 
 

All in the Library 

7 
 

 

 

 

 

6PM-9PM 

Upward 

8 
10:30 am Senior 

Bible Class 

  

9 
10 am Preschool 

Choir ðLibrary 

7pm Bible Studyð 

Coneõs Home 
 

6PM-9PM 

Upward 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

11 
 

9AM-1PM  

Upward 

6pm Fathers 

Can Cook 

Parish Hall 

12 

8am & 10:15 am 

 Worship Service 

 

9:15am & 6:30pm 

Childrenõs Choir 

13 
9am New 

 Member Class 

Noon - TLC 

Library 

1pm Womenõs 

Bible Study 

14 
 
 

 

 

6PM-9PM 

Upward 

15 
10:30 am Senior 

Bible Class 

 

16 
10 am Preschool 

Choir ðLibrary 

7pm Bible Studyð 

Coneõs Home 

6PM-9PM 

Upward 

17 
 

 

18 
 

9AM-1PM  

Upward 
 

 

19 
8am & 10:15 am 

 Worship Service 

 

9:15am & 6:30pm 

Childrenõs Choir 

20 
9am New 

 Member Class 

Noon LWML 

Library 

1pm Womenõs 

Bible Study 

21 
 

 

 

 
6PM-9PM 

Upward 

22 
10:30 am Senior 

Bible Class 
 

7 p.m. 

ASH  

WEDNESDAY 

Service 

23 
10 am Preschool 

Choir ðLibrary 

7pm Bible Studyð 

Coneõs Home 

6PM-9PM 

Upward 

24 
 

Stoneridge 

High School 

Movie Night 

7pm OMC 

25 
9AM-1PM  

Upward 

26 
8am & 10:15 am 

 Worship   

Service 

9:15am & 6:30pm 

Childrenõs Choir 

27 
9am New 

 Member Class 

1pm Womenõs 

Bible Study 

  

28 

 

 
6PM-9PM 

Upward 

29 
10:30 am Senior 

Bible Class 

 6:15 pm Soup 

Supper  

7pm Lent Service 

   

       

  

2012  

WORSHIP SEVICES:   

8:00 A.M.  Classical Praise Worship Service 

  Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays 

  10:15 A.M.  New Song Worship Service              

              Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays    

  



            
            COMMUNION SET UP  
                           

 

                           8:00 A.M. 

            Marj Hoffman & Jean Hetland   
                 
                         10:15 A.M.   
                    Phil & Mary Rahn 
 

          COMMUNION  SERVERS  
                             8:00 A.M. 

                Dave Bultena & Dave Lundin 

                            10:15 A.M. 

                 Jack Van Loan & Jeff George                

                     READERS 
 

                   8:00 A.M. 

 

  February 5 Marj Hoffmann  

  February 12 Mary Rahn 

  February 19 Frances Williams 

  February 26 Dennis Payne 

 
  

                              10:15 A.M. 
   

  February 5 Sandy Bishop   

  February 12 Kent Christensen 

  February 19 Paul Smith 

  February 26 Kitty Lynn 

 FEBRUARY 2012  SERVANTS 
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                          GREETERS 
                                                                          

                                  8:00 A.M. 

   

  February 5 John & Betty Hale  

  February 12 Dave Bultena 

  February 19 Ron & Carole Legan 

  February 26 Hershel & Marion West 

 

                            10:15 A.M. 
   

  February 5  Phil & Mary Rahn 

  February 12  Russ & Irene Pearson 

  February 19  Greg & Sandy Bishop 

  February 26    Kitty Lynn 

                   ACOLYTE  
February 5  Brady Mello 

February 12 Rebecca Lange 

February 19 Josiah Lange 

February 26 Kyle Hair 
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BIRTHDAYS 
February 1 Mary Ann Haarberg 

February 2 Kelly Tessmer 

February 3 Rose Martin 

February 5 Zoe Hayes 

February 6 Maribelle Roduner 

February 8 Nicholas Baur 

February 9 Irene Pearson 

  George Morton 

February 10 Tina Orchard 

February 11 Kitty Lynn 

  Grace Seying 

February 12 Ralph Martin 

  Diana Severson 

February 16 Melinda Price 

February 17 Kathy Hogsston 

February 19 Kevin Alexander 

  Benjamin Davidenas 

February 21 Mary Rahn 

February 28 Barbara Christensen 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
February 1   Galen & Karen Chastain 

February 8    Jeff & Kathy George 

February 8    Jerry & Melinda Price 
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If you could ask Jesus any question, what would you ask? 

 

This was how we started our discussion at guyõs Campaigners last week.  òCampaignersó is the term used by 

Young Life to describe our small, discipleship focused bible studies.  These groups are new for several of our 

local Young Life ministries.  Theyõre made up of students interested in going a little deeper in terms of Bible 

study, prayer, and leadership through the rest of Young Life.  We ask tough questions, share honest  

answers, and go further with Jesus together.  For many, the groups can be forever life-changing.  Such is the 

case for kids like Joe (not his real name, Iõd like to keep his real name private). 

 

Joe came to our campaigners group last week after an invite on facebook caught his attention.  He arranged 

a ride (not easy for Joe) and met the group at Burger King.  He didnõt exactly fit in with the other guys 

(different schools and different economics kept them from knowing each other).  Still, Joe has questions, he 

is hungry spiritually, and he trusts the Young Life leaders who invited him.  So he came.  And guess what he 

would like to ask Jesus?  Probably the same question you and I have wanted to ask Him many times in our 

lives ... 

 

òWhatõs my purpose?  What am I supposed to do with my life?ó 

 

As Joe threw this question out to the group we all knew how he felt.  Weõd been there too, seeking  

purpose and meaning in life that can only be found in one place.  Actually, in one person: Jesus.  Thanks to 

Young Life and the people involved within it, Joe and others like him are finding the answers to their  

questions.  And lives are being changed for eternity. 

 

Please join me in praying for kids like Joe who are hungry for answers.  They wonõt find their answers in the 

life this world has to offer.  As they meet Jesus, however, they find the answers theyõre looking for.  The 

leaders of Young Life (over 30 strong) are making the introductions every day.   

 

Loving it ... 

 

Spence Boelter 

Area Director, Young Life Merced County 

Merced County Young Life    Merced county.younglife.org 
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Habitat for Humanity of Merced County has  
submitted plans for the next home to be built at 195 
S. T St. The family has been chosen and will be  
volunteering as to earn sweat equity hours toward 
their home. Once the plans are approved,  
volunteers will be leveling and packing the ground 
in preparation for the footings. If you are interested 
in helping with this build, please call Lyle Allen, our 
Construction Chair, at 209-723-2671. 
 

Volunteers will be needed to work at our display 
booth at the Merco Cycling Classic on Saturday, 
March 3rd from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call our Volunteer 
Chair, Jenny at 209-439-1093 to sign up. 
 

Clean up on the next lot at 947 W. 8th will take 
place on Saturday, April 28th. Volunteers are 
needed with rakes, weed wackers, mowers, etc. 
Call George at 209-358-3811 if you can help and 
get more information.  We have people available to 
do presentations at churches or civic organizations 
regarding Habitat. If you would like to schedule 
this, please call Jan Sorge 722-6101, Church  
Relations Chair,  to set up an appointment. 

HELP!  HELP!  HELP! 
You are needed to make this book sale a 

success.   

 
Saturday, May 12, we will be having our 

May book sale.  The proceeds from this 

book sale go to Vue Lee to help support 

him, May Lo, and their family while he goes 

through ministerial school.  We are in a 

real need for help especially in setting up 

first thing in the morning and breaking 

down in the early afternoon.  This is a very 

worthwhile endeavor which needs your 

help, especially if you can help in moving 

the boxes full of books.  In the past the 

book sale has been very successful in  

raising funds to assist Vue Lee and his 

family.  Please consider helping in this  

special fundraiser.  You can contact the 

church office or Ana Smith at  

376-2257. 

Here are two pictures of some of the servers who helped with  the meal for  the Merced 

Rescue Mission on Sunday, Jan. 29.  Don & Elaine Kock, Lorry & Dolores Hutton, Scott 

Chastain, and not pictured Jan Sorge & Karen Chastain. Thank you to all who helped! 
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       WHAT IS LWML??  
 
       LUTHERAN WOMENôS  
       MISSIONARY LEAGUE 
                also called 

                          Lutheran Women in Mission. . . . 
 

Lutheran Women work together to  
accomplish many things for our church, our 

community and our world!  
 

The Sierra Lutheran High School project for 
$7760 has been paid for worship equipment and 
next is computers for Lutheran Bible Translator 
missionaries for $5000.   Thanks for all your sup-
port through the Mite boxes.  
 

KEEP FILLING UP THOSE MITE BOXES - 
BRING AND TRANSFER or SIMPLY 
DROP A DONATION TO THE LARGE 
MITE BOX IN THE NARTHEX... EVERY  
PENNY COUNTS!  

               
                  

 
 

Our next meeting will be Monday,  
February 20th from noon to 1:30 p.m.  

 in the church library.  
 

Bring your sack lunch and eat while we meet. Devo-
tions will be ñLove:  Not an Optionò and a short Bible 
Study from our Quarterly ñHeaven: A Five-Star Re-
viewò. 

Mite boxes will be collected and a freewill offering 
taken. 

Jesus The One and Only - Member Book by Beth 
Moore provides a personal study experience five 
days a week plus viewer guides for the group 
video sessions of this in-depth women's Bible 
study of the life of Jesus based on the book of 
Luke. Come along with Beth Moore on a life-
changing journey which will lead you through the 
hills of Galilee with the Teacher, across the lake 
with the Master, and finally, on the road toward 
the cross with the Savior. Get to know Jesus  
intimately ... as though you had walked with Him 
during His days of earthly ministry. This 10-week, 
in-depth Bible study includes weekly personal 
assignments and 11 video sessions taped on  
location in Jerusalem and throughout Israel. 
Cost of student book $18.00 includes tax &  
shipping.  You can still come to this class and 
receive your book.  Join us from 1 ï 3 p.m. in the 
church library. Facilitator Jan Sorge. 

CHAT AND CHEW 

February 6, 2012 

9:30 a.m. in the OMC 

Join the group as we begin to prepare for   

the Country Store. 

It seems like a long way off, but it will be here  

before you know it.  Come be a part of  the 

 preparations.  We have lots of fun at each meeting, sharing 

with each other, making new items and  

working for the Lord. 

See you on Monday, Feb. 6 

World Day of Prayer  is a worldwide movement of 

Christian women of many traditions who come  

together to observe a common day of prayer each year, 

and who, in many countries, have a continuing 

 relationship in prayer and service.   

It is a movement initiated and carried out by 

women in more than 170 countries and regions. 

It is a movement symbolized by an annual day of 

celebration ð the first Friday of March ð to which all 

people are welcome. 

It is a movement which brings together women of  

various races, cultures, and traditions in closer fellow-

ship, understanding, and action throughout the year. 

Through World Day of Prayer , women around the 

world 

affirm their faith in Jesus Christ 

share their hopes and fears, their joys and sorrows, 

their opportunities and needs. 
 

Church Women United of Merced will be presenting 

this program to the community on Friday, March 2 at 

9:30-11:00  A.M. at the Unity of Merced, 305 W. 26th.  

A social will follow the program. Please invite family and 

friends.  For more information call 722 -6243 or 

722-6101.   
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                                                                     By Theresa Lund 

 

      THE CHURCH 1989  
 

Marilyn Volquardsen was Organist and Director of Music, Brad Reed was Choir Director.  Carol Jueneman 

was Pre-school/Day care Director. 

 
Lisa Foote, Matt Milnes, Erin Thurman and Eric Netsche were confirmed May 14, 1989. 

 

In August the Congregation welcomed Vicar Kou Keying.  Vicar Seying speaks English, HMong and Laotian.  

He will make home and hospital visitations, conduct Bible studies, learn administrative practices,  

participating in worship services and preach.  His first sermon was on September 24.  He will also lead some 

chapel services for the newly opened pre-school and day care.  Vicar Seying was specifically sent to Merced 

because of the high southeast Asians population.    He will be starting a Bible study in the Hmong language.  

òThe key to evangelizing South East Asians begins with understanding the religious beliefs they have which 

originated in their homeland.  Many still practice animism and Buddhist  religions.  Christianity should not 

destroy the Southeast Asian culture but some changes in the persons life will  occuró, said Pastor Seying.                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

St. Paul initiated a second Lutheran Sunday Service in the HMong language in the fall.  Vicar Kou Seying has 

been preachng for the Lao Evangelical Church which meets at St. Paul on Sunday afternoon.  Rev. Eisberg 
has started working closely with LEC helping them organize their governing structure and develop a plan 

to minister to the HMong community. 
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOOL & PRE -SCHOOL  

Greetings from fourth grade!  This 

month our class is focusing on the 

American Revolution.  Students have 

been learning a great deal about what 

life was like in the early days of our 

country.  Many of the studentõs eyes 

have been opened to the freedom 

that we have in our country and how  

much we take it for granted.  Fourth 

grade wants to thank all of you who 

have served our country so that we 

can be free! 

Students are also connecting  

literature to the American  

Revolution.  The òwanted adó at the 

right was written about a character 

in our current novel, My Brother  

Sam is Dead, which is a fictional  

story based on the American  

Revolution.   

 

                                   

It is February and the kids are already busy cutting out hearts, writing and decorating Valentine 

cards, collaging and having a great time.  With Valentines Day approaching we will be learning with a      

valentine theme.  We will be seeing lots of heart projects and will discuss love, what is it and how do we 

show it?  With special emphasis on Godõs love for us and how we are to love others.  It is not only what 

we say that counts but also what we do.   

 Miss Monicaõs class has been hard at work learning their sight words.  Her children have written 

and illustrated their very own books using their sight words.  Miss Kathyõs friends have been learning about 

the solar system.  Their class made a solar system out of paper mache planets the kids made themselves.  

And they also have a space shuttle, made of cardboard, in their classroom that they painted and use to   

experience what it is like to be an astronaut.  Our wonderful teachers make learning so much fun! 
       

                                                                          God Bless, 

                                                                       Ms. Angelique 
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Sabbatical Questions and Answers:  
 

What is a Sabbatical?ɕ 4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȰÓÁÂÂÁÔÉÃÁÌȱ ÉÓ ÄÅÒÉÖÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ Ȱ3ÁÂÂÁÔÈȢȱ 3ÁÂÂÁÔÈ ÔÉÍÅ ÉÓ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ  
Genesis 2:1-4a in which God modeled and later required (Exodus 17:8-11) the setting aside of 1/7th of 
ÏÕÒ ÔÉÍÅ ÆÏÒ ÒÅȰÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÏÎȢ &ÏÒ ÁÎÃÉÅÎÔ )ÓÒÁÅÌȟ 3ÁÂÂÁÔÈ-keeping was a spiritual discipline 
ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÔÈÅ )ÓÒÁÅÌÉÔÅÓȭ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÔÒÕÓÔ 'ÏÄȢ ! ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ×ÈÏ ËÅÐÔ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÂÂÁÔÈ  
exercised trust in God by abstaining from those activities that provided material resources. For one day 
ÅÁÃÈ ×ÅÅËȟ ÔÈÅ )ÓÒÁÅÌÉÔÅÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÅÎÔÒÕÓÔ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÁÒÅ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ 
work. In short, Sabbath-keeping is a discipline of abstinence from those activities that make us more 
self-sufficient than God-sufficient. 
 

A Sabbatical typically includes time for travel, rest, prayer, and experiencing different cultures or  
ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇÓȢ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÆÏÒÔÙ ÄÁÙÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÌÄÅÒÎÅÓÓ ÍÁÒËÅÄ Á ÎÅ× ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÉÎ (ÉÓ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȢ -ÏÓÅÓȭ ÔÉÍÅ ÓÐÅÎÔ 
tending sheep helped change his perspective on his calling and life. Paul, struck down on the road to 
Damascus, disappeared into the desert of Arabia for three years, and emerged with a new vision.  
4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÓÁÂÂÁÔÉÃÁÌ ÉÓ Á ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅȟ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÎÕÒÔÕÒÅÄȟ ÔÏ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔ ÏÎ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄ ÁÎÄ 
to be renewed, refreshed and revitalized for a life of service to others. 
 

ɕ!ÄÁÐÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ Ȱ3ÁÂÂÁÔÉÃÁÌ 'ÕÉÄÅÌÉÎÅÓ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÆÏÒ 0ÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 7ÏÒËÅÒÓȟȱ ,#-3 
 

Is Pastor Lange authorized to take a sabbatical? The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod and the Cali-
fornia-Nevada-Hawaii District encourage pastors and other church workers to take sabbaticals at regu-
lar  
intervals throughout their ministry for the purpose of rest and renewal. Dr. Bob Newton, our district 
president and our Mission and Ministry Directors and Elders have expressed their support for this  
sabbatical. Before Pastor Lange would leave on sabbatical, more information will be shared with our 
members. 
 

7ÈÏ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ 0ÁÓÔÏÒ ,ÁÎÇÅȭÓ ÁÂÓÅÎÃÅȩ Last summer, the Board requested that Pastor 
,ÁÎÇÅȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȟ Á ÒÅÔÉÒÅÄ ,#-3 ÐÁÓÔÏÒ ÉÎ -ÉÓÓÏÕÒÉȟ ÓÅÒÖÅ 3ÔȢ 0ÁÕÌ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÂÂÁÔÉÃÁÌȢ (Å ÈÁÓ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÅÄ 
and is ready and willing to serve. 
 

What is the financial implication for the congregation? As is common practice, and as outlined in 
the Sabbatical Policy adopted by the Mission and Ministry Directors in August 2011, it is the goal for the 
congregation to continue to provide for the needs of their church workers during a sabbatical. 
Recognizing the current financial state of our congregation, Pastor Lange is requesting that St. Paul  
continue to cover his housing and benefits during the sabbatical, and that the salary portion of his  
compensation be used to cover the cost of the pastor who will serve in his place. Thus there is no extra 
cost to St. Paul. Pastor Lange is in need of additional funding for the sabbatical itself, and if any  
members would like to support him, they are encouraged to do so, above and beyond their regular 
tithes. 
 

More questions? Please contact one of the members of the Sabbatical Committee: Mary Rahn, Paul 

Smith, George Morton or Pastor Lange. 



 

 

 

   

Page 7 

 

  ST. PAUL LUTHERAN MESSENGER   Volume 13  Issue 2  

                             YOUTH NEWS  
 

The 5th through 8th grade will meet on Sundays at 6:30 p.m. for  

Confirmation  in the OMC.  

The High School will meet at 6:30 p.m. for Bible Study in the OMC.  

                                          
Upward Youth Basketball Program will be using St. Paul Parish Hall  

every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday from January 14 through  

March 17.  On Tuesdays and Thursday the times are from 6pm to 9 pm  

and on  Saturdays 9am to 1pm.  

 

Come watch the Super Bowl Game at Tianaõs home on Sunday, February 5.  Details, contact 

Christie Elliott at 383 -4429.  

 

 

ST. PAUL CHILDRENõS CHOIR 

 

St. Paul Childrenõs Choir will begin rehearsing again on Sunday, February  12th.  There 

will be two times available.  One is at 9:15 a.m. and the second is at 6:30 p.m.  Both  

rehearsal times will be held in the  Sanctuary.  If your child canõt come at 9:15 a.m., then 

bring him/her to the 6:30 p.m.  rehearsal.  All children are welcome to participate.   

 

The Hand Bell Choir will begin on Thursday, February 9, at 3:15 p.m. in the sanctuary. 

 

Deanna Morgan is directing both the Childrenõs Choir and the Bell Choir.  If you have  

questions, please call her at 617-7819, or call the church office at 383-3301. 
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     Adult Bible Class  

Sunday Morning 9:15 am  

          òRevelationó 

 

 

   CHILDREN & YOUTH STUDIES  

        K.I.C.K., Kids In Christõs Kingdom 
       During the 10:15 a.m. service 
                                       

            

          High School Youth Group  
           6:30-8:00 p.m. in the OMC 

                   

                  5th - 8th grade  

              Confirmation Class 
             6:30-8:00 p.m. in OMC 

 

 
 
 

Wednesday 10:30 A.M.           

Law & Gospel Lifelight Study 

  Pastor Lange  
 

Thursday 7 to 8 P.M.    

Old Testament Study 

Coneõs Home 

 

      BIBLE CLASSES AND SUNDAY  

                                      SCHOOL  

MISSING:  3 large Damask round tablecloths, 12 rectangle Damask tablecloths  

PLUS 9 Kitchen towels that have any blue on them.  Please check your linen  

closets - these are needed for any large group dining in our parish hall. Bring to  

the church office. Tablecloths and towels that are used are to be laundered and  

returned to the church. Any church towels put in the laundry bag disappear  

forever - those are ONLY for the PRESCHOOL towel laundry service. 

Come join us for an "Old Fashion Love Song"  
Sunday, February 12th, from 1 - 3 pm in the  parish hall in 
�F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���9�D�O�H�Q�W�L�Q�H�·�V���'�D�\���������$�G�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���L�V���������������S�H�U�� 
person payable to the hostess at your table the day of the 
concert.  Brad  Reed and his group of singers will provide the  
entertainment.  They will be singing for  us several old  
fashion love songs together with some barbershop quartet 
songs.  Please RSVP by Tuesday February 7th to Sally Smith  
383 -6788 or Carole Legan 383 -2212 or the church  office  
383 -3301.  Hope to see you there!!  

http://churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93007597

