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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
I
New Ye
Servicee
10:00 a.m.
Potluck to
follow
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
8am & 10:15 | Noon - TCL in Ipm Bible 10:30 am Senior 7pm Bible
Worship the library Study— David Bible Class Study—Co n ¢
Services 7pm Elder 3:15 Child. 6 pm Upward
Board - Library Choir
6 pm Upward
9 10 I 12 13 14 15
8am & 10:15 6:30M &M Ipm Bible 10:30 am Senior
Worship Board Mtg. Study— David Bible Class 7pm Bible
Services 3:15 Child. Study—-Co n ¢
Choir 6 pm Upward
6 pm Upward
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
8am & 10:15 | Noon—LWML| Ipm Bible 10:30 am Senior 7pm Bible 9am Upward
Worship Library Study— David Bible Class Study—Co n ¢
Services 3:15 Child. 6 pm Upward
Choir
6 pm Upward
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
8am Heritage Ser- Ipm Bible 10:30 am Senior 7pm Bible 9 am Upward
| OY:CS(Zm Study— David Bible Class Study—Co n ¢
Contémporary 3:15 Child. 6 pm Upward
Service Choir
Sanctity of Live 6 pm Upward
Sunday
30 31 WORSHIP SEVICES:
Combined Ser- 8:00 A.M. HERITAGE WORSHIP
vice

Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays
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Karen Kelleher
Charlie & Betty Jo Rodgers
Ron & Carole Legan
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BIRTHDAYS

. Jan 2
) J Jan 9
Jan 16
y | Jan 23

10:15 A.M
Yol Jan 2 Galen & Karen Chastain
) ] Jan 9 Bea Dart
Jan 16 Gary & Kathy Hogston
| Jan 23 Amy Mello
1 Jan 30 Jim & Kitty Lynn (Combined Service)

S Charlie Rodgers
Linda Cone

.2 Janie Sundgen
Jesse Keller
Malachi Seying

Karen Chastain

COMMUNION SET UP 'J
Ryan Cone ‘

Sonja Peters 8:00 A.M.
Kathy Garcia Lorry & Dee Hutton e oo
10:15 A.M.

— 00 U1 h W

I Zachary Clement
Delaney Lundin
Kristen Randall

Jan Seilnacht & Marion West
COMMUNION SERVERS

Don Bragonier 8:00 A.M.
John Sundgren David Bultena & Lorry Hutton
Jan Sorge 10:15 A.M.

Danielle Blaylock Jack Van Loan & Larry Sorge

Jeremiah Elliott
Samuel Elliott

.30

Isabelle Ford
Cody Harstad
Chopper Mello
Jeff George
Gary Hogston

ANNIVERSARIES

.14
.16

Jim & Kitty Lynn

Joe & Tammie Meyer J
Rick & Ruth Osorio

B |Jan2

) | Jan 9
¥ Jan 16
~ Jan 23

o] Jan 2
4 Jan 9
Jan 16
) | Jan 23
Jan 30

READERS
8:00 A.M.
Betty Jo Rodgers
Gary Tessmer
Sandy Braa
Melinda Price

10:15 A M.

Kent Christensen
Amy Mello

Kitty Lynn

Sonja Peters

Marj Hoffmann (Combined Service)

Jan 9
Jan 16

lam DD

ACOLYTE

fAin  d a Kyle Hair

Brady Mello
Noel Blaylock
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KEEP FILLING UP THOSE MITE BOXES - BRING AND
TRANSFER TO THE LARGE MITE BOX IN THE
NARTHEX.. . EVERY PENNY COUNTS!

The first four projects have been paid and our HMong
Outreach Project for the Light of Life Radio Ministry is #5.
A St. Paul Lutheran Ministries Cookbook will be published Breakfast
and arrival date should be mid February. You can buy Gift Bible Study
Certificates to give as gifts for $10 each. Gift certificates
are available in the church office or school office. Recipes

have been submitted and d[MEN'SBREAKEAST BIBLE CLASS
school students for the dfvider pages. Proceeds will be will begin on Thursday, February 3rd
used to purchase round lightweight tables for the church . .

at 6:30 a.m. in the church library.

parish hall and the school will use their funds for

technology equipment. Scott Chastain will lead the study
Our next meeting will be on Monday, Jan. |7" from noon on the book of
until l: 30 p. m. Bring a §ffck | unch and we
devotions “7, and a s hor i i
the Lutheran Women’ s Qu a

Ministry update, Visitation report, Cookbook update &
Gift Certificates, all combined under Lutheran Women in
Mission. Come enjoy the fellowship!

If you are interested in any of the above, please contact
Jan Sorge, 722-6101 or 769-1884.

“David: Seeking a Heart Like His” Women’s Bible Study will
begin Tuesday, January 4" from | — 3 p.m. in the church library. David
is one of the most perplexing men in the Bible. As you read his story,
there are times when you want to be just like him. But then come the
times when you want to be nothing like him. In the update of Beth

Moore’s best selling study, “ He a
David’ s |ife proves that God i
experienced doubts, temptations, losses, family problems, or personal
inconsistencies—a nd | et’ s be -hRaviddisforyou. Mell al |

features all new video sessions and updated content in the member

book. (I sessions) What a great way to start the NEW YEAR!
WOW]EHSBIbleSthy The cost of the member’ s book | s $
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Middle School & High School ONLY
-bring a friend. . . ..

Date: Saturday, January 29, 201 |

Christmas Parade Volunteers Saturday,
December 4™ on a float in downtown Merced.
Concepcion and her three children plus other
volunteers who were planting flowers in flower
pots for Concepcion’
plus a couple volunteers with hammers, saws
and wood displaying their carpenter skills
foll owed the theme o
which was “A Home of
the back of the float. It was a great day and
1000 flyers were distributed to bystanders.

If you would like to volunteer — help is needed
for installing insulation, painting, and soon
drywall. Please call or email Larry Sorge,
722-6101 or Jan at 769-1884 or
merced-hostel@juno.com

Volunteers are welcomed if you are interested

yard 1 n her new home,
Time: 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

OStr auB_VL&tﬁeran Churcha, ?’arlshWalls 2 .
2916 N°McKee R, '

Merced CA 95340

» Devotions

« Volleyball challenge

« Table tennis challenge
« Board games

. ) » Snacks
in serving as a board member or a member of a

. . L » Sodas
committee for this non-profit organization, .
please contact me and/or attend one of our - Pizza
meetings to learn about the organization. Our + S’Mores

next meeting will be Tuesday, January | 1" in
Merced location to be announced.

Jan Sorge, Church Relations Chair, 769-1884,
Email: merced-hostel@juno.com

Cost: $3.00 each for food

Questions?
Call Jan Sorge 769 -1884
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ALCLLIVES
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Church officers were: President: Larry Sorge; Vice President: John Griffiths; Secretary: Marj Hoffmann;
Treasurer: Doris Alexander; Spiritual Life Chairman: Darrell Beckman; Education Chairman: Bill Ohl-
meyer; Stewardship Chairman: Guy Petzold; Property Chairman: Bill Hiller; Youth: Carole Legan.

AAL Branch 3028 presented a seminar on Estate Planning on Saturday, Feb. 5, 9 a.m. to 12 noon.

AAL (Aid Association for Lutherans) present
500th birthday of Martin Luther.

SPY and AAL provided a spaghetti dinner on Sunday, May I5. They served from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Adults
were $3.00 and Children $1.50.

Confirmands were: Lisa Wallace, Todd Mueller and Darren Legan.

Dave, Maureen and Diana Bultena were welcomed into membership on July 17.

The Fellowship Club held a Car Rally on June 25. Finger foods were enjoyed afterwards.

Honeymooners, Gai l and Tim Rohlfing were fe

A fourth of July Picnic was held at Applegate Park. Children and adults alike enjoyed the fun, fellowship
and eats.

The church was tithing a love Gift each quarter. Recipients in 1983 were Hoffmeister Chaplaincy at
MCMC (| ocal hospital), Coalinga Earthquake
Translators in Liberia.
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o3t Happy New Year from St. Paul Lutheran School
. _)3%“ December was a very busy month for us. Our school Christmas tree was decorated
and put up at the Merced County Courthous é&%

.;3;;{“ special Open House.

ag o

The Fat herds Club put on a very successf
$150000'

‘%‘As a school we entered a float into Mer ce%E

full of fun and laughter as many of our students and parents rode down Main Street
,*% s
showing off St. Paul School; It was awesome to be a part of the Merced communlty

%Our Christmas musicdps ®@Chas sDend'si Hi
graders did an amazing job and the spirit of the season shone through!
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The school will be closed for Christmas break until January 3 . We

see you in 2011!
;3;{‘
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o}z{e St. Paul Pre - School o}%
g’ o g’ o
oo By Angelique Faulkner oo
A A
SA 2011 is here and God has blessed us with another wonderful year here at the SA
.-3;%. preschool. Our children have been working and playing hard this school year. And .-3;%.
~” the next few months will be a real blossoming time for our children. It always o
"’_35%‘ seems that about halfway through the year, in January, the kids will start refining "’_35%‘
o2 the skills that they have been learning and really start to bloom and grow. lItis an %2
”}%‘ exciting time. ”}%‘
._;3%‘“ We at the preschool would Iike ¢ v

"V to the Frost family. They have generously donated 5 plasma cars to
.g;geo our preschool. Plasma cars are fun riding toys that get our
.. preschoolersd whole body moving!
25 kindness and generosity. The children (and a few of the

¢ teachers!) have been having a great time riding them.




NEEDED: VOLUNTEERS to help with
the fellowship hour following each
service.

As a volunteer you will put out the
goodies and make the coffee and
lemonade. You will also need to make
sure the kitchen is left clean and
everything put away for Preschool on
Mondays.

Also needed: donations of goodies,
coffee and lemonade.

The sign-up sheet is on the wall by the
kitchen. Sign-up today to help with
this wonderful ministry.

FELLOWSHIP AFTER WORSHIP
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ORGAN REPAIRS

The organ is in need of some

repairs. The cost of these repairs
will be approximately $2000. We
would like to do the repairs prior to
JJ March.

If you would like to contribute to
ip | help with the cost of these
ip| repairs, please mark your donations
JJ with ORGAN REPAIRS.

Any donation will be greatly
dd appreciated. We are privileged to
J7 have such a fine organ in our
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BIBLE CLASSES AND SUNDAY SCHOOL

OPPORTUNITIES 5 é%
N IS;';‘Ija;'ﬂd Sunday School /ﬂ\
i t H b =
u‘;:ISIa.em.u ’ Cchildren’'s Sunda Weéncésraaoy:oIIOBO A.M.

Topic: Olivet Discourses as
noted in the book of Mark

(for children through 5th grade)
9:15-10:00A.M.
Room 3
Child care available in room 2
Jr. High & High School Bible Class:
9:15AM. OMC

A
Re%ﬂjle Confirmation Class 5th-8th Grades

P

Senior Bible Study
Pastor Lange

Thursday
Old Testament Study
7to8P.M. Cone’ s

Ho me


http://churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93007597

up and providing cookies,

-please contact Karen Kelleher for after the 8 a.m. worship and Irene Barbour

FELLUVvVORIF RNVYVRN IRVOo 1o INEEUVLED.....
IN ORDERTO CONTINUE FELLOWSHIP HOUR...
People are needed to help with after worship service, serving, set up, clean
Lﬁ Pearson at 383-3213 for after the 10:15 a.m. worship.

Coffee Hom
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* HARVEST DINNER 2010

‘g‘%%

Harvest Dinner Ticket Sales: $2,979. 00
% Country Store Sales: $2,403.40 .

- Donations for expenses: $ 305.00
Total Income: $5,687.40 ;

Expenses: $ 680.63 *
Total : $5,006.77 *
Designated to the General Fund

Thank you to the Gary & Kaylene *
Mortensen and all who worked to make
this annual event a great success.
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JOY OF HARVEST MINISTRIES
The Joy of Harvest Ministries will be making and selling their famous EGG ROLLS
on Friday, Feb. 4.
Pre-orders will be taken starting January 2. Order forms will be available in the
church and school offices.

Price: $15 per dozen



There are so many blessings to give God thanks
t his past year. As w
among us, it is truly by the grace of God that our
ministries were fruitful in all areas.

We celebrate with thanksgiving to God for
continuing to grow the Word and Sacraments
ministries. Our Fresno ministry at Peace enjoyed
numerous baptisms and confirmations throughout
the year. Our St. Paul, Merced ministry grew as
well and enjoyed an increase in worship, Bible study,
and Sunday school attendance. As God calls men
into the holy ministry, they went right to work with-
out delaying the work of proclaiming the good news
of Jesus. Vue, Leng, and Doua established a new
Word and Sacraments ministry in Minnesota. We
were able to be a part of several wonderful occa-
sions.

There were numerous ministry trips this past
year to the Midwest. We began with the Oklahoma
Spring Pastoral Conference sharing our biblical
approach to cross-cultural ministry with the pastors.
Several trips to Minnesota were to minister to local
ministries: guest speaker, baptisms, service of
deliverances, visiting our pastoral students, and
leadership training. There were some national
gatherings as well such as the HMong pastoral
conference and a couple different meetings to
address the challenges and opportunities for the
future of HMong ministry in The Lutheran-Church
Missiouri Synod (LCMS). Years from now, 2010
might be viewed as one of the most pivotal years in
LCMS HMong ministry worldwide.

One of the services that our ministry provided
was the consultation for overseas mission
development. God opened many doors for several
villages in Thailand to be connected to a national
Lutheran church body there that are organized and
can provide some basic ministries such as biblical
training and some ecclesiastical (church) functions.
This has given some of these villages hope and a
sense of direction for their ministries.

Mentoring theological students and supervising

P N I D D ] I .

mentoring were official assignments from the
seminarf; Ithe ethers wepesimply Gyoddfduls. Ve
have several men in various pastoral programs that
wished to join the weekly mentor discussion; we
ended up opening to others as well. Many are
benefiting from these weekly theological and minis-
try discussions via the internet. The students en-
joyed a wonderful sense of comradely.

Light of Lifeadio program added a new station to
the broadcast network along with giving local pas-
tors permission to use Light of Lifas a regular part
of their dial in to listen programming. These were
additions to what we already have been using for
several years in our broadcastings.

HMong ministry was privilege to have a one
minute tag to the local Lutheran Hour broadcast for
three months as a promotional effort. It was paid
for by a local strong supporter of the Lutheran
Hour. It was a good way of letting people in our
areas know that we have vibrant HMong ministries
in their midst.

Many people contributed many hours to our
numerous fundraising events throughout 2010. It is
with much appreciation that we have so many
supporters to make our various ministries possible.

There are uncertainties in regards to our finan-
cial situation for 2011 as have been communicated.
It is amazing how the Lord had provided for us this
past year and the last six years. We are confident
that the Lord will continue to provide despite the
ambiguity that had caused by a chain of events. We
simply ask for your prayers.

May the Lord bless you and give you His peace
this New Year. Just as we sign off each and every
broadcast, “Let our L o
The Lord be with you!

Contact Information: Rev. Kou Seying
Joy of Harvest Ministries
2916 N. McKee Road
Merced, CA 95340
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Ny N Pastor Lange and his family wish to thank the members<an

aethaks|  friends of St.. Paul for the many expressions of kindness amd love
Gpa-be?ul} during the Christmas season.

+1_Heart God bless you.
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With all the problems the World is facing, it can be unsettling to the mind. Today, | wil
with you ten predictions that are true

p0od00d00800%

ENCOURAGING PREDICTIONS FOR 2011

share

Top 10 Predictions for 2011

. The Bible will still have all the answers.

| |
2. Prayer will still be the most powerful thing on Earth. |
3. The Holy Spirit will still move. |
4. God will still honor the praises of His people.

5. There will still be Gatbinted preaching. |
6. There will still be singing of praise to God.

7. God will still pour out blessings upon His people.

8. There will still be room at the Cross.

9. Jesus will still love you.

10. Jesus will still save the lost when they come to Him.

| snodt | t Great To Remember hH | s
And that; othe Word of t Ldrd
(1 Peter 1:25)

| hope you found this encouraging!

I sure di d, someti mes we need the reminde
B
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
MESSENGER Volume 12 Issue |

2011 A.D.:A Call for Christian Commitment

The signs are growing that we achuech |
society.” A recent survey by the Barna
our culture is on the wane. However, this is not reason to despair nor give up. Jesus
Christ said that He would build His <ch
against it” (Matthew |16:18). Il ndeed,
victory is ours through Jesus Christ our Lord. No, we should not become discouraged. In-
stead, we should press on all the more, with greater commitment, and encourage each
other as we see the day of our Lord’s

Yes, the times are changing. And w
Christ, it is apparent that our <cul tur
also felt within the church. The research organization, the Barna Group, analyzed over 5000
interviews conducted over the past | | months. The following themes emerged.

I. The Christian church is becoming less theologically literate. What once were
basic, well known truths about the faith are now unknown by a growing number of Ameri-
cans—especially young adults. For example, only a minority of adults identify Easter with the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Few adults today believe their faith is meant to be the focal

point of their | ife. Contrast this wit
gods before me,” and J esus’ explanatio
your God with al/|l your heart, soul , mi

2. Christians are becoming more ingrown and less outreach oriented. For ex-
ample, less than one third of active Christians planned to invite anyone to join them at
church during Easter this past year.

3. Growing numbers of people are less interested in spiritual principles. When
asked what matters most, teens prioritize education, career development, friendship and
travel. Faith may still be significant to many of them, but it takes a back seat to other things
in life. More adults value comfort, success and personal achievements over spiritual growth.

4. Among Christians, there is a growing interest in participation in commu-
nity action. This is one positive theme emerging from the research. Increasingly, Christians
want to make a positive difference in their community.

5. The postmodern insistence on tolerance is having an impact on the Chris-
tian Church. Our Biblical illiteracy and lack of spiritual confidence has led many in the
church to become tolerant of deviant and immoral practices.

6. The influence of Christianity on culture and individual lives is largely invisi-
ble. Christianity has added more value to American culture than any other religion, philoso-
phy or ideology. Yet, partly due to th
see only the faults of churches and Christian people.

Christianity’s diminishing infl uengd
diligent and strong in living our lives for God, so we do not fall away from our eternal re-
wards in Christ Jesus. It is all the more important that we devote ourselves to weekly wor-
ship and Bible study, so we can stand against the onslaught of those who mock the Lord and
His Holy Word. This is a call to greater Christian commitment in the new year. May God
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Joy Of Harvest
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St. Paul School &
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St. Paul History
Habitat for Humanity
St. Paul Youth
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January Birthdays
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January Calendar
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