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  RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  



Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

  1 2 3 

6:30am 

Menõs Bible 

Study &  

Breakfast 

4 

Joy of  

Harvest Egg 

Roll Sale 

5 

9am Upward 

10an ðnoon 

Habitat for  

Humanity 

 

6 
8am & 10:15  

Worship 

Services 

Big Game Party 

at the Elliotts 
 

7 

Noon - TCL  

9:30 am Chatõn 

ChewñOMC 

 7pm Elder 

Board - Library 

8 

1pm Bible 

Studyð David 

3:15 pm 

Child. Choir 

6 pm Upward 

9 
10:30 am Senior 

Bible Class 

 

10 
6:30am Menõs 

Bible Study &  

Breakfast 

7pm Bible Study

ð Coneõs 

6 pm Upward 

11 

 

12 

9am Upward 

13 

8am & 10:15 

Worship  

Services 
 

 15 

1pm Bible 

Studyð David 

3:15 Child. 

Choir 

6 pm Upward 

16 
10:30 am Senior 

Bible Class 

 

17 
6:30am Menõs 

Bible Study &  

Breakfast 

7pm Bible Study

ð Coneõs 

6 pm Upward 

18 

 

19 

9am Upward 

 

20 
8am  & 10:15 

Worship  

Services 

2pm Serve meal 

at the Rescue 

Mission 

21 

NoonñLWML 

Library 

 

6:30 M & M 

Board Mtg. 

 

22 

1pm Bible 

Studyð David 

 

6 pm Upward 

23 
10:30 am Senior 

Bible Class 

1-3 p.m.  

Elementary Field 

Day 

School Field 

24 
6:30am Menõs 

Bible Study &  

Breakfast 

7pm Bible Study

ð Coneõs 

6 pm Upward 

25 

Battle of Praise 

Bands 

StoneRidge 

 

26 

9am Upward 

7:00 pm Youth 

Nght 

Family Snow 

Day 

Leaving 7:30am 

27 

8am  

10:15am  

Worship 

Services 
 

28      

.       

 
 

2011  

WORSHIP SEVICES:   

8:00 A.M.  HERITAGE WORSHIP  

  Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays 

   10:15 A.M.  CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 

              Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays    

 



   

           COMMUNION SET UP  
                           

                           8:00 A.M. 

                   Lorry & Delores Hutton  

                             10:15 A.M. 

                     Bishops & Kitty Lynn 

               COMMUNION  SERVERS  
                             8:00 A.M. 

               George Morton & Gary Mortensen 
 

                              10:15 A.M. 

                      Jeff George & Gary Hogston                                             
              

                       
        READERS 

 

  8:00 A.M. 

 February 6      Gary Tessmer 

 February 13    Frances Williams 

 February 20    Mary Rahn 

 February 27    Carole Legan 
    
                       10:15 A.M. 

 February 6      Paul Smith 

 February 13    Sonja Peters 

 February 20    Scott Chastain 

 February 27    Kathy Hogston         
    

     FEBRUARY SERVANTS 
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                 GREETERS 
                              8:00 A.M. 

 February 6     Frances Williams 

 February 13    Marj Hoffmann 

 February 20    Karen Kelleher 

 February 27    Evelyn Williams 

 
                   10:15 A.M. 

 February 6     Greg & Sandy Bishop 

 February 13    Marilyn Anderson  

 February 20    Elizabeth Lane & Youth 

 February 27    Paul Hayes Family 

          

 

                       ACOLYTE  
 February 6 

 February 13 

 February 20 

 February 27 
 

  

 

 

 

 

                        

 

                  BIRTHDAYS  

 

Feb. 1  Mary Ann Haarberg 

Feb. 3  Rose Martin 

Feb. 6  Maribell Roduner 

Feb. 9  Irene Pearson 

  George Morton 

Feb. 10  Tina Orchard 

Feb. 11  Kitty Lynn 

  Grace Seying 

Feb. 12  Ralph Martin 

  Diana Severson 

Feb. 16  Melinda Price 

Feb. 17  Kathy Hogston 

Feb. 19  Benjamin Davidenas 

Feb. 21  Mary Rahn 

Feb. 28  Barbara Christensen 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

            ANNIVERSARIES  

Feb. 1  Galen & Karen Chastain 
Feb. 8   Jeff & Kathy George 

   Jerry & Melinda Price 
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WHAT IS LWML??   
  (LUTHERAN  WOMENõS MISSIONARY LEAGUE) 

     also called Lutheran Women in Mission???  
 

Read all the information below and youõll see how  

Lutheran Women work together to accomplish many 

things for our church, our community and our world! 

Our own Joy of Harvest Radio Ministry project is now the 

one in process of collecting our mites for our California ð

Nevada- Hawaii District LWML to pay the  

$10,000 mission project. 
 

KEEP FILLING UP THOSE MITE BOXES  -  BRING AND 

TRANSFER or SIMPLY DROP A DONATION TO THE 

LARGE MITE BOX IN THE NARTHEX.. .  EVERY PENNY 

COUNTS!  
 

A St. Paul Lutheran Ministries Cookbook is at the  

publisher and arrival date should be mid February.  You 

can buy Gift Certificates to give as gifts for $10 each.  Gift 

certificates are available in the church office or school 
 office. Recipes have been submitted and original artwork 

by our St. Paulõs school students for the divider pages.   

Proceeds will be used to purchase round lightweight tables 

for the church parish hall and the school will use their 

funds for technology equipment. 

Our next meeting will be on Monday, Feb. 21st  

from noon until 1:30 p.m.  Bring a sack lunch  and weõll 

enjoy devotions  òHowõs Your Heart?ó and  a short Bible 

study òLiving The Chocolate Lifeó from the Lutheran 

Womenõs Quarterly, our Prayer Shawl Ministry update, 

Visitation report, Cookbook update, Prayer chain report, 

Fellowship Hour report, Altar committee, Lenten Soup 

suppers starting Feb. 16th, all combined under Lutheran 

Women in Mission.  Come enjoy the fellowship. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20 TH  - Merced Rescue Mission 

ð weõll need volunteers to help cook in our church 

kitchen, at 2 p.m., then transport to the mission and serve.  

Donations to fund this project are needed. We serve  

approximately 60 people, men and women. If you are  

interested in any of the above, please contact Jan Sorge,   

722-6101 or 769-1884, Irene Barbour-Pearson, 383-3213, 

or Maykou Seying.628-1586. 

 

 MENõS BREAKFAST BIBLE CLASS  will 

  begin on Thursday, February 3rd at   

  6:30 a.m.  in the church library. Scott 

  Chastain will lead the study on the book  

  of òHebrewsó.  Irene Barbour-Pearson  

  And   Karen Chastain are the Chief  

  Cooks.  Great breakfast for a $5.00 

  donation! 

 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR  

  HOSTS NEEDED  

      IN ORDER TO  

        CONTINUE  

FELLOWSHIP HOUR. .  

 

Sign-up sheets are on the 

table in the Narthex ð 

please volunteer to enable guests and  

members to have an opportunity for fellow-

ship.  If there are NO signups ð  

NO refreshments will be served. 
-people are needed to help with after worship 

service, serving, set up, clean up and providing 

cookies, 

   -please contact Karen Kelleher for after the 

 8 a.m. worship and Irene Barbour Pearson at 

383-3213 for after the 10:15 a.m. worship. 
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YOUNG LIFE MINISTRIES  

 

 Here we go!!!  The new year is underway, and so also 

is the next season of Young Life ministry here in 

Merced County.  Thank you to all of you who faithfully 

joined our support team in 2010.  In December alone, 

thanks to several very generous matching gifts (all of 

which were matched 100%), we saw over $15,000 of 

support come in.  Just as exciting, several new monthly 

donors joined our team.  As a result of your  

generosity, weõre able to press forward in 2011 with 

continued expansion and growth.  Thanks to Godõs 

work through you, we are òintroducing  adolescents 

to Jesus Christ and helping them grow in their faithó  

(our mission).   

Hereõs a quick update of whatõs going on.  If youõre on 

our prayer team, add these items to your prayer 

list.  You can also see a complete daily prayer guide on 

our website at mercedcounty.younglife.org.  Check it 

out today! 

Delhi YL Moves to Perfect Blend Coffee 

Shop.  Starting last week, our Delhi Young Life club 

moved into Perfect Blend, a local coffee shop.  If you 

know Delhi, you know that at the center of town 

youõll find one of the valleyõs best coffee and sandwich 

shops, Perfect Blend.  Owned by fellow believer and 

Young Life fan, Brenda Saavedva, this sweet spot is 

perfectly located for our YL Club.  Kids can walk from 

almost any neighborhood and feel like theyõre right at 

home.  Brenda also hosts concerts and serves great 

lunches, so local kids know the spot well.  If youõre 

ever driving through Delhi, stop on by and give Brenda 

your thanks!  Located on Stephens street right off 

Hwy 99. 

Golden Valley Team - First Meeting .  Those ex-

ploring a role in Young Life at Golden Valley HS meet-

ing met Monday, Jan. 10th (Starbucks, Childs Ave. 

4pm) to begin to pray and think together about ways 

to reach out to kids at GV.  Pray for these kid-lovers, 

and pray that more would join us.  My dream is that 

we would be able to launch a club in April ... but we 

have a lot of work before then! 

Volunteer Leaderôs Retreat - Jan 28-30.  Our volun-

teer club leaders will get to experience a Young Life 

camp made just for them later this month.  All our Delhi 

Club and Young Lives Club volunteers will be in-

volved.  Pray for us as we prepare and creatively ask 

our bosses for a day off.  It is important we take care of 

our leaders, and this weekend is just for them! 

Spence Boelter, Area Director, YL Merced County  

       SUPER BOWL SPECIAL  

                     EGG ROLLS  
            $ 15 PER DOZEN 

       FRIDAY, FEB 4, 2011  
 

                PRE ORDERS ONLY 
 

                              CALL Maykou  628-1586 
                              or Jan 769-1884 
 
OR GET ORDER BLANK IN CHURCH OR SCHOOL OFFICE  
 

   ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
                PARISH HALL 
    2916 N. MCKEE RD. MERCED 
 

  PICK UP ORDERS BETWEEN 3-6 P.M. 
      Write Checks to Joy of Harvest 

ST.  PAULõS  YOUTH  GAME 

NIGHT  

JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH 

SCHOOL 
 SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26  

6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  

                       

     +VOLLEYBALL 

     +PING PONG 

     +BOARD GAMES 

     +DEVOTIONS  

     +GAMES 

     +GET ACQUAINTED  

 

BRING YOUR FRIENDS  

EACH FAMILY BRINGS  

SOMETHING FOR SNACKS  

NO COST  

http://e2ma.net/go/6231580621/207095644/210535469/41216/goto:http:/mercedcounty.younglife.org
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     Church officers were:  John Griffiths (President), Ray Hoffmann (VP), Janet Seilnacht (Secretary), Ron 

Lund (Treasurer), Guy Petzold (Spiritual Life), Colleen Eisberg (Education), Keith Watters (Evangelism), Paul 

Yelton (Stewardship), Bill Hiller (Property), and Carole Legan (Youth).  Horst Seilnacht was leading the 

Menõs Club,  Jan Sorge was the Volunteer Coordinator for the Literacy Center, Mary Nutcher was the 

Greeter Coordinator and Mary Wallace managed the Heartline.      

     LWML Officers were:  Dea Martinson (President), Mary Nutcher (VP), Phyllis Tornquist (Secretary) and 

Hilde Grossman (Treasurer).  A banner making workshop was held on Saturday, March 31 and was  

sponsored by the LWML. 

     During the month of March, St. Paul sponsored the òJOYó program on KLOQ (940) on Sunday mornings 

from 6:00 to 6:30 a.m. 
     Music was being provided by organist Marilyn Volquardsen.  Brad Reed, John Wallace and Steve Krause 

were soloists.  Steve also played the violin and Sue Rudolph the flute.  Gladys Watters was directing the 

choir.  Brad Reed began duties as Director of Music on June 1.  Brad came to Merced from Grace Lutheran 

Church in Visalia. 

     Barb and Dave Anderson of Anoka, Minnesota presented a concert of Contemporary Gospel and  

childrenõs songs at a concert sponsored by St. Paul. 

     Jan Sorge, St. Paul member and President of Zone 3 LWML, attended the International Convention in 

Detroit Michigan.  A mite box goal of $720,000 was set for 1983-84 mission projects.  A òRainbow of  

Sweatersó was fulfilled as Leaguers gathered over 284,000 sweaters in a special ceremony.  The sweaters will 

be distributed world wide by Lutheran World Relief. 

     The Church Council held a Planning Retreat to set both short and long term goals. 

     The church and parish hall were repainted with browns and gold tones.  The walkway was redesigned 

and exterior windows readied for stained glass.  The church raised $8,485 to purchase eight windows.  

Three windows were 3 feet by 5 feet; 3 were 22 inches by 23 inches (over entrance door), one was round 

and the Altar window was 4 feet by 9 feet.  The total cost was $6,264.  Men of the church installed the  

windows.  They were dedicated on September 9, 1984, along with a Mortgage Retirement Celebration.   

Estimates for three more windows were requested. 

     After numerous attempts to buy the duplex next to the church and the vacant lot behind the church, the 

congregation decided that in order to grow, they would need to relocate.  Property on Yosemite Ave. and 

on McKee Road was looked at.  Six acres was purchased on McKee Road was purchased on October 30, 

1984.  The price of the purchase was $103,190.  The congregation began to reach for new dreams in  

ministry.  A steering committee for a master plan site was established and chaired by Anna Jorgenson 

Alkema. 

     Love Gifts were given to Lutheran Social Services and the Ottemoellers work in Africa. 
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Fourth grade is stepping back in time to 1849.  We have been studying the California Gold 

Rush.  Students have studied the routes that miners traveled, their long days work in the 

chilly rivers of California, and the troubles that many individuals faced during the time of 

the Gold Rush.  Recently students completed their very 

own newspaper to demonstrate what it may have been 

like during the California Gold Rush.  

Here is one of the articles and some pictures from the 

Gold Hills Gazette.  

By  Kacy Rossen, 4th Grade 

  

 

                             

 

                                    Pre-School 
                                                                                         

We are more than halfway through the year and February is 

here already.  We will soon be cutting out heart shapes and making   valentines for our friends here at 

the preschool. Valentineõs Day will be  coming up and itõs a great time to have conversations about    

loving one another, how much God loves us and how we are to love one  another and show kindness to 

each other.  The Bouncing Bunnies class has been practicing treating each other with kindness.  Miss 

Monica has been rewarding her kids with òkindness coinsó as she catches them in random acts of          

kindness.  Itõs wonderful to watch the children running to help one another as well as acknowledge 

when their friends show kindness. Yes, they probably do it for the coin, but to see the smiles on their 
faces Iõm sure they do it because it makes them feel good too.   

At the end of the month we will be starting Trike-A-Thon week.  Our preschoolers will be    

taking donations and raising funds for St. Jude Childrenõs Research hospital.  We will end our week with 

a trike ride on Friday, March 4.  We would like to invite all of our school and church families to come 

and cheer on our riders as they try to make as many laps around the parking lot as they can.  The trike 

ride will take place from 10-11 a.m. 

        Blessings, Miss Angelique 

          ST.  PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOOL  & PRE-SCHOOL 
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              Sundays:     

       Adult Bible Study 

             9:15 a.m. 

      Topic:  Revelation 
         

   Sunday School 
               Childrenõs Sunday School 

          (for children through 5th grade) 

           9:15-10:00A.M. 

                         Room 3 

           Child care available in room 2 

       Jr. High & High School Bible Class:   

                  9:15 A.M.   OMC  

       Confirmation Class 5th-8th Grades 

                    6:30p.m.-8:00p.m.  

                            OMC 

Tuesday:  1 p.m.   

Womenõs Bible Study    
 

Wednesday: 10:30 A.M.           

Senior Bible Study   

  Pastor Lange  
 

Thursday  

Menõs Bible Study & Breakfast 

6:30 a.m. 
 

Old Testament Study 

7 to 8 P.M.   Coneõs Home 

 

      BIBLE CLASSES AND SUNDAY  

                                      SCHOOL  

CHAT AND CHEW 
February 7, 2011 

9:30 a.m. in the OMC 

Join the group as we begin to pre-

pare for  the Country Store. 

It seems like a long way off, but it 

will be here before you know it.  

Come be a part of  the 

 preparations.  We have lots of fun 

at each meeting, sharing with each 

other, making new items and  

working for the Lord. 

See you on Monday, Feb. 7 

Marriage on the Rock! 

Stability in an Unstable World 

Friday, Fe. 11, 7pm to 9:15 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 12, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Lunch provided 

Childcare:  $8 per child 
 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH MERCED 

500 Buena Vista Dr., Merced 

(209)383-7729 

FAMILY SNOW DAY 

AT LELAND MEADOWS 

Saturday, February 26 
 

Family Snow Trip to Leland Meadows on Feb. 26th! Prices will range from $10 to $33 per person 

depending on the options you select (5 and under, tow up, lunch provided, etc.).   We will be getting 

a discounted group rate so reservations will be required by Feb. 16th. See flyer for more detailed 

info. Please email Christie Elliott at celliott@stpaulmerced.com or call 209-383-4429 for questions.  

You may sign up and pay in the church or school offices.   

ORGAN REPAIRS 
     The organ is in need 

of some  repairs.  The 

cost of these repairs will 

be approximately $2000.  

We  would like to do the 

repairs prior to March. 

     If you would like to 

contribute to help with 

the cost of these repairs, 

please mark your  

donations with  ORGAN  

REPAIRS.   Any donation 

will be greatly  

appreciated.   

http://churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93007597
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Congregational Meeting January 30, 2011 

Brief synopsis of the meeting: 

Opened with prayer at approximately 12:30 

Vote on accepting the amendments to the LCMS bylaws was unanimous 

Vote on accepting the sponsorship of Matt Cone as Vicar and granting him the same stipend that Vicar Cheng is 

receiving from HMong congregation passed 

Election of Jack Van Loan, Katy Hogston, Gary Mortensen and Mary Rahn as members of the M & M Board for a 

two year term approved. 

Election of Gary Hogston, Dave Lundin and George Morton to the Board of Elders for a 2 year term approved.  

Election of Dave Bultena to the Board of Elders for a 1 year term approved. 

Mentioned:  Resurfacing of the parking lot to be done in spring when the weather is more acceptable.  Carpeting 

fund $19,782.88 (donated specifically for that purpose) committee members are shopping for best value and 

will keep the congregation posted on their choices and suggestions.  Internal Controls Review (mostly fiscal 

suggestions from our district office) is being put into practice by the Church office, School office and the volun-

teers that deal with the financials.  Sanctuary roof repair to be done prior to installation of any new carpeting 

at the maximum expense of $1,000.00.  (voted to be taken from the Ignite the Passion Fund)  Restricted  

 Reserve Account, the yellow offering envelopes in your box are designated to the church capital repairs.   

 Organ repair is needed this spring and will cost approximately $2,000.00, there is a bit of money set aside for  

 maintenance but any and all donations will be greatly appreciated. 

Mary Rahn, President 

Mission & Ministry Board News: 
 

Meeting held Monday Jan. 10, 2011 at 6:30 in the church library opened with Prayer & Devotion. 

In attendance were:  Pastor John, Larry Sorge, Gary Mortensen, Kathy Hogston, Linda Cone, Keri Good, Paul 

Smith and Mary Rahn.  Absent was Jeff George. 

Consent Agenda:  Minutes from last month were approved.  Pastorõs report was heard and approved; the school 

report was read and approved. 

Financial Report was viewed.  The preschool and the school are doing well and still operating in the black.  The 

church is again in the black at the end of this month.  Praise God! 

Nominating committee fulfilled its mission.  Jack Van Loan has agreed to serve on the M & M Board and Kathy 

Hogston, Gary Mortensen and Mary Rahn have agreed to serve another term.   The members; Hogston, Mortensen, 

Rahn & Van Loan will be voted upon 1/30/2011 

The Elders will have Larry Sorge continuing, Dave Bultena and George Morton agreeing to serve another term, 

Gary Hogston and Dave Lundin agreeing to serve on the board.  The members; Bultena, Morton, Hogston & Lundin 

will be voted upon 1/30/2011 

We have volunteers to head the committee on re-carpeting the church.  If you are interested in joining them, 

please contact Jan Seilnacht or Gary Mortensen.  At this time the committee has done much research and will bring its 

suggestions before the congregation soon. 

The Board has recommended that the congregation vote to accept Matt Cone as a worker/priest Vicar with 

compensation of $500.00 per month.  This will be after his application the to SMP (Specific Ministry Pastor)  

program has been accepted.  This will be voted upon 1/30/2011 

The Board recommended that the congregation vote to accept the amendments to the Synod Constitution as read 

in your voterõs packet.  This will be voted upon 1/30/2011 

We discussed the Internal Control Review that was given St. Paulõs by our district financial personnel as to the handling 

of funds within our congregation.  Many were in reference to the actual bookkeeping being done by the school and the 

church offices.  The 3 main suggestions for volunteer personnel are:  1) All cash offering be counted in dual custody 

prior to placing in the safe after all services, 2) the offerings always be counted and prepared for deposit on the church 

property and lastly, 3) for the protection of all of those who volunteer to do the counting, be sure that they are non-

related members. 

Mary Rahn, President 
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Joy of Harvest (HMong Outreach) Ministries News  
 

                                        By Pastor Kouñ February  2011 

 
 

Christmas Dinner at St. Paul 

Vicar Cheng leading the Childrenõs Sermon 
Childrenõs Choir singing on Christmas Day 

Pastor Kou, Vicar Cheng enjoying a visit with Deacon Vue 


